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"SIDELIGHTS ON’TfiP DEVELOPMENTS OP THE 20TH OP JULY 
. ' (pp. 1-7) and continuation of 11 CANAR IS ‘SECRET - 
•' jQROANIZATI ON" , ( PP.. 8-24 ) ♦ ' : • 
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' !• The or Iglna la of the enclosed reports were brought 
to us In October by the case officer in charge of LAHOUSEN, former 
head . of . Abwehr II • sihoe neither the field nor the > War Room was In 
o ,\eT pos iti'bn s Jjjce 'they were obviously very lm- 

■ pprta'ht> / ''^ev ; ^1^'-\t'^a:zt9.1'4t:ba' < \.theB^:{h.thl8 office 1 , several other’ , 

reports by LAHOUSEN on matters connected with the Abwetyr have' also 
been translated/ but are be ing given limited distribution because of 
the ir / \?C' 
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these reports, LAHOUSEN was. assisted by 
)beratleutnan M^gEU8ER^ bf Lilts telle II suedost. who collaborated • 

>lth IjiHO^EN^aJ^sTr^bm the beginning of the " count erabtlvlty ,f , 

! ordered b% ffiANARI& In Abwehr II. > . 

3 • The' reports have been left in the rambllmg personal 
style In which LAHOUSEN wrote them, some of the ir content ‘apiwabed ^ 
In the recent teatlraorty of lAHOUSEN at the Nuernberg war crimes -tblalV f : ; 

Their Importance lies In the ovldenoe that "the. ; 

Abwehr; .was not/ weak and ineffect ive merely because of corruption, 
defeatism, perdohal .politics, and superannuation^ but that even before > 

the war/'^j/t was a^ jj^nsd pa 1 ce nter -of opposition to the Nazi Regimdy; ; 
with the a tSfof ^5^ tory /'■ oh this basis, our vlews ' 7 

of the GIB, an^s^c if icaily ^p^ the failures jand Inertia of the Abw’ehp . 
need * ser loye •' 
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8* in preparing the reports, wo have omitted the chart 
referred to at the end of Part I, since it added little more than an 
Index of names to the account in the text. 

9. LAHOUSEN’s "Rar Itaetenmappe" , the "curiosity file" 
or " treasure portfol lo^ to which he., repeatedly refers, may still be 
In ex Is t ehoe , aS£fa s oarch _ fh r it has been Instituted. 
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SECREE , 

REPORT BY GENERAIMAJOR LAIIOUSEN 
.ON . , 

8Ai©tRls^- Secret organization 

• PART I 



the time of my entry on service in the OKV7 — L-ay 193^ — Gen.. 
ObersjgjggJ^revealed to me that my specially-favored assignment 
to the Abwehr- had taken place on the basis of information given 
him by Admiral CANARIS in regard to my political attitude. Ho 
(BECK) in any case was very ‘anxious for me to stay in the Abwehr. 
For- the rest, I should receive from CANARIS exact instructions and 
directives as t.o how this service wa3 to be carried out in the 
situation which at the time was extremely critical for Germany and 
Europe. 



Shortly afterwards— I was at that time still assigned as 
Lieutenant Colonel of the General Staff for training with Abwehr 
Abteilung I as I-H-Ost and deputy of the Abtei lungs chef (Obst.d.G.- 
PIECKENBROCK) — -CANARIS tobk me into his confidence, appealing to 
my anti-Nazi attitude,- with which he v/as familiar, and unfolded 
to roe his thoughts about the further development of the Situation 
in Germany in the main as follows i 

After'the (unfortunately )- smooth and all too easy occupation 
of “ustria, HITLER was now resolved to attack Czechoslovakia and to 
dlsme mbe r i phni ng the Sudeten German question. This would mean 
a European war, since the Western Powers and the USSR would by no 
me.^jas accept this new provocation. 

Therefore all these forces that had still kept a clear view for 
actualities xrust try to prevent this war,- which would be a misfortune 
for Germany and all Europe. 



in this sense, he was imparting to me the following secret . 

directions for the handling of incoming Abwehr I material on . 

Czechoslovakia. ; 

i * 

Emphasis and overvaluation of all those reports and pieces of . - L 
information that concerned the strength of the Czechoslovak fortification! 
the resolute will to defence of the. Czech people and its government, '! 
as well as the probability of intervention by the Western Powers and • / 

the Soviet Union (Russian air force), in order n this way to counteract; 

the optimistically colored, editorializing reports (Zweckberichter** f 
stattung) based oil pure Nazi ideology of the SD and similar party 
agencies. , . 



As persons, in his confidence, who supported him actively or 
-pass ively in jiis 'e-ffo rts to ward this end, CANARIS gave me the 
f,ol ioy ing ‘ name s i ~~ 

[( SIEBa-at that time, I think, Abw III 



iGROSSKURTH- -Chef Abw II 




O^orstlt 



O berst Graf^'2RQGN^-pi^UIT^ ^^^ad!^i,3t Vienna '. 
Oberst d.G. PIEKENBROCK - Chef Abw I 



Hptm. Dr 




- Adjutant in Abw II 



At the same time, C.ASLRIS warned m© against QberSt d •(}7^i& TLER 
(who is now with SETDLITJ})# at that time Chef Abw Ili f am some 
other persons, whose names I (jan.no longer recall* 
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In this ^ confidential' discussion, I also received from C;J5.*RIS • 
directions not to recommend for appointment to the Zentrale (COT)- or 
for high positions In the .ibwehr any Austrian off icers of National • 
Socialist tendencies, ' v 

. ) 

In executing, this secret itastruction^J^ecommend to PIEKSN3R0CK 
the Austrian Major MELZER . vohTPRIEIvBURG^ ^o r. ..or ly in the Information 
Section of the Austrian Defence Ministry ) and Oboist Graf IvARGGNA, 
who then (1938/39) was already head of Ast Vienna, (and) the Austrian 
Major FECHNER, to be taken into the Abwshr. 

Major ilELZER-ORIENBURG was known to me from my services in the 
Austrian Information Section aB an officer not, to bo sure# outstanding 
intellectually, , but absolutely reliable in his anti-Nazi attitude. He 
is married to a Swede j his brpther died in a Nazi prison in Vienna, . 

I do not know how for, or. whe ther , MELZER was used or could be. used 
in the frame of the "counteractivity" in Abw I. 

As Qberst i.G^^iNSEN ^^lkl "mo^in 1943 > IvniLZER was after all too 
^inflexible mentally for this ticklish job, and was released by H.J9SEN 
frcpr- tbo A bWehr to^a-wehrb ez’irkkomaand o . 

Major FECHNER — a friend, of mine from youth, was , with, some 
other Austrian officers, on the search list that was accessible to 
me at the time of the German entry into Vienna, (Fitness for this 
is j omrtPi A-TESCH .. whose 'father, a former General in the old Austrian 
Arlcy, over 70 years old, I was able with the aid of MARQGNA to 
liberate from the Nazi prison, in Vienna.) 

^ith the support of MiROGHi , I succeeded in removing, the names 
of these officers— including FECHNER — on tr,.o quiet from the list, and 
thus to protect FECHNER against his immediately threatened arrest. 

Further, immediately after my arrival in Berlin I caused the 
destruction of the dossier that contained politically dangerous 
■ material on FECHNER. 

FECHNER, who in the meantime had been dismissed from the army 
for political and racial reasons and was exposed ..to the har shest 
political persecutions, 'turned to me for help in 1939 , since he had 
to fear. arrest on the. basis of further accusations that .had been 
brought against him. 



In order to get him away from the threatening action of the 
Gestapo, I had only the possibility of taking him on into the Abwehr-. 
At that time, you see, membership in the V/ehrmacht still offered 
a relative protection against the persecutions of the Gestapo, the 
SD, and other party agencies. 

, But since. FECHNER was not only under heavy suspicion politically 
because of his sharply anti-Nazi attitude, but furthermore was 
regarded as a first-degree "mixed -breed " under the Nuernberg laws, 

-I had. first to get, as coverage for myself, the consent of CAN..RIS, 

' GuNtJRIS' declared- .himself in accrdrd with the proposed assignment 
of FECHNER, even for strictly confidential business, after ny 
thorough description of\ FECHNER and his absolute reliability and ■ 
suitability- -although this assignment completely ran counter to the 
existing legal rules. 



Oberst MiROGNA, the .absolutely reliable head of Ast Vienna, a 
friend of mine, was requested to support FEG^lffER and to cover him’ as 
fas as possible against future interference by .the Gestapo. 

Secret ' ’ • ' 
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On my suggestion, CiUTJtlS.' succeeded in preventing the dragging - 
away of FECTIKER 1 s father, which had been pin nned — an 80 year old 
Colonel in the .old -Austrian Army,.' who had been a Catholic all his 
life and suddenly was a ' "non-**ryan" according to the Nuernberg laws, 

After the departure .of the former Chef of Abwelxr Abteilung II, 
Oberstlt# d#G# GROSSKDHTHi I took over the section at the : 
beginning of 1939 after a long discussion with OMARIS. I am 
Reporting in my autobiography on the motives, that induced me to 
ac&epKt-^fchira-t:^^ as spiritual responsibility# 



In 'the basic discussion with CANARIS before I took over the 
section, I received "open”, instructions, intended publicily, and 
"secret directions" ♦ 

The "open" orders to me concerning the conduct of Abwehr Abt 
II were j 

1) Limitations to purely military tasks and absolute non- 
participation in political actions, 

2) Sharpest rejection of all methods that were customary with 
the 8D and the Gestapo# The struggle is to be carried on within the 
boundaries that have been maintained in past and present by all 
participants in the war, even in this special sphere# 

3) - No collaboration with 3D and Gestapo, These basic "open 1 " 
instructions were expressed and repeated by CAKiRIS and myself at every, 
internal discussion, Abwehr II meeting, or — mi much sharper and more 
definite form — in case of individual enterprises of Nazi or especially 
"activistio " officers# 



These ‘Trust be known to ovor r offi; 



former section. 



C1NARI3 informed me of the following basic instructions for 
the "secret tasks",*' . . 

With the successful- pulling-in of Czechoslovakia into the. ephere of 
power of the Third Reich--a process to whioh the last responsible 
Chief of .the German C-Gneral Staff, Gon# Cborst B.:CK, was sacrificed 
because, of his hostile attitude --the way to war with Poland, has boon 
opened, for. HITEER : and his clique of criminals# 

I X&'CNLiRIS) am convinced that the other great Powers will not 
be caught this time by the "political slei. ht of hand tricks of this 
pathological liar".. War means a catastrophe far greater and beyond 
comprehension for Germany and all mankind would be the victory 
of this Nazi system# 

This must-be. prevented under all circuinatanco3j » 

With reference to the activity of ray section, I received the 
following confidential tasks * 

1) ®ox^^ioiT^^ a secret organization within iiowehr Abt II 
and the. Brandenburg Regiment., with the purpose of embodying the 
anti-Nazi forces and preparing them for all illegal acts that .might* 

be possible in. the future .against -the system. t 

2) Gradual but systematic removal of fanatical Nazis or SD spies ^ 
from the section# 



SECRET 




SECRET 



. . . . ■ . - 4 - ... : 

3) Passive conduct of „bwehr II work » with external show of 
gpjS&r cnt ver ^-«rbat'~~^c4^clAv-i- 

4) Failure to carry out enterprises whose execution can be 

avoided .in any way. 1 ‘ 

Absolute prevention, or failure to follow orders for kidnapping, 
assassination, poisoning, or similar actions related to the methods- 
of the SD. 

(With the beginning of the Russian Campaign, Points 3 k of 
these confidential tasks were considerably loosened, and limited in . 
their original version to the Western Powers. Against the Soviet 
Union I received a free! hand in my work — with the exception of 
prevention, fully valid for this combat too, of .atrocities, SD methods, 
etc. This corresponded to CAMkRIS' ant i-Eolshevist attitude. 

3) In collaboration with military representatives of Allied or 
neutral states, closest alliance ■ with the anti-Fascist elements, with 
absolute non-contact, ds far as possible, with any Fascist organizations 
(Phalange, Arrow Cross, Iron Guard, Fascists, etc.). 

-6) Current instruction of these antifascist personalities of 
all-ig d or neu jral 'bou ntries on the'"sctual military and political sisuation 
of Germany, as a counterweight against the con sciously deceptive and 
colored, inforation of the Wehrmachtfuehrungsstab, the Attache Aoteilung, 
and other official German . military and political offices. 

Protection of these personalities aga .nst JD, NSQAP* and Foreign 
Office, . 

7) Extensive alleviation of the hardships created by the brutalities 
of the Nazi 'Regime, as far as the possibility for this i3 given in the 
sphere of influence of the sect ion , 



I recognized in this secret commission from C .HARIS the possibility 
of making an active contribution toward freein g 'my home AUSTRIA from the 
Nazi terror and from Prussian-German militarism, and from this moment 
I placed myself completely at the disposal of CAN..RIS and his circle. 



After I had gathered in my section. and in the further area of my - 
sphere -of activity confidantes and like-minded people, and in part with 
their aid had removed from the section "activisit " Nazi-adbfirents bed 
officers who were suspected as SD 'agents (like Reg. Rat ^yr3^Er21QLD. 
RittmeistejjfepTEafl Hntm.^FJ^RT.. Hntm. Dr 







3Jers) 
Strutted to me. ■ 



>egan with the counxeractivity that had 



immediate homeland lay close to my Austrian heart-, 1 
aatrusted^FECHNER, the friend of my youth, with, the construction 
and the direction of a secret organization of similar tendency for 
Austria and the Southeast. 



From 1939 I initiated FECHNER- -alone among the officers of this 
organ iz at ionr— completely into 'all plans. He alone knew also .all my 
collaborators and confidantes, so that in case of my death he would 
have bean able to maintain the continuity of the counteractivity. 
CANARIS . and OSTER also knew this. 



Already in 194^ I informed FECHNER. of my collaboration with the. 
group of "20 July*, and gave him the necessary instructions for himself# 
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On the activity of the "Secret Organization CAJL.RIS* .and the,, 
successes attained in its count eractivity I am making a seperate 
report. 

An outline of the Cu-NhRIS Organization, supplemented by my 
cross-connexion to General OSTER and other persons, is attached to 
this report. ' 
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: ' > -->- ,The mea ning 'df-^J &e " c o nfld e htia 1 mission” (Part i), given 
to me by C&NARIS, was,/ as lie himself often pointed out, to co- 
operate in ' sabotaging a Gorman victory . It was the last, 
desperate result of his efforts to prevent this seebnd world 
war — efforts which came from, his understanding of the aims and. 
methods; of HITLER and his creatures, from his exact knowledge 
of .the mentality Of the Anglo-'jterican world, and from his V ■: ; - 
blear rand, correct judgment of the industrial and armament 
potentialities of these countries. 

.GANARIS had already begun in 1937 to make exact notes o-f 
his officiai^activities, and to collect all documents concerned 
with the ddyoippmont of the political and military -political 
situation in Germany, in order, as he often, explained it to me 
dhd.- others who felt the same way, to show sometime to the world 
and to the German people, how this Wr was mischievously let ; 
loose ( vom Zaune gebrech'en) in a criminally dilettante fashion, • 
and' .with immeasurable over.^self confi..U co. ( "The world should 
know how guilty these, people were ,! r an often repeated sentence 

of ganaris' ), . V ; " ' ' , ’ ■ ' 

This diary, to whibh I as n person in whom he had special 
-confidence contributed, seems unfortunately to have fallen into 
the hands of the Gestapo (SD). 

. CANARIS was hohged, after.. horrible torture, on April 9, 

1945* Through this, in my opinion, the most important witness ' 
and extensive source of the most material for the prosecution 
1 of - war crimes have been lost • 

* - ' :immod lately after tak ing over Ab we lir Ab t/ II , i.e. in early 
1939> .1,. began -to organize - the countoractivity , in accordance with 
the meaning of the "confidential mission" given me by .GANARIS. 

.As, oh. Austrian, in Other words as an officer considered as 
salvage (Bout e -of f iz ior ) ., Who hod been pushed ahead of a whole 
string of much older officers, most ing stemming from imperial, ; 
Prussian -German circles, I had to go to work with the greatest 
of. care. , ... 



. work "was made easier through the fact, that, at that time 
the: Abwohr was a collecting pool for all anti-Nazi forces. ' - ■ 

Even though these forces .had been enlarged mce tly through; - 
jtho Rightist Gop aag Opposit ion parties and fighting corps 
( StalOJiBlny'nc^ , Nat ional Youth groups etc, ) yet 

there ^ypre; ^ru^ssentativds Ulso of liberal tendencies, of dll 
religious beliefs, and spiritual tendencies, German Separatists 
and Austrians'^ everywhere , .and even working actively. 

Haro ^liiist .point out a fundamental difference between the 
development of thG career of an Abwohr officer and: that of the 
Gestapo or' the SD official. 
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While tho Abwohr off icer, through his belonging to the ' 
army was separate from the party, ou't off from. Nazi ideology, 
and pfotjeotod from them*, proof • of especially strong and fanatical 
National Socialist activity was e so If -understood condition, to 
becoming' an- SD or Gestapo official. They (the' Gestapo and SD) ,■ 
wore specifically National Socialist Orders, ' /’• 

The Abwehr officer might be a National Socialist also, 
QfQtn ffQ 'piiiA and wero the uninhibited 
and' unthinking executors of public and secret orders, which were 
signed with the names HM5IER, HEYDRICH '.nd KilIdT3©RUNNER, • 

• , : predecessor.,: . Obstlt , d. G. GROSSICURTH, a true Prussiah, 

who .however’, as. the son of a : hard -pressed Protestant olergymany 
was strdngly against the HITLER • system and a trusted friend^ of 
QANhRIS, as well as. a friend.’ of OSTER, at that time Oberst,^ 
handpd on‘ to me his adjutant, -Captain Lr, EIEDLER, and his '> 
'secretary, Erl . ■ Wedd^ PrOTOT . . whom he considered absolutely, trust- 
worthy, - ■ ■■ • . " ./ ' n'; V: ' 

After the separation, Qf FIEDLER frora tho’ iibteilung (mid -1939 
I appointed ^Captain (in the .Reserye-)/ABSHhGEN, who had been 
recommended to mo by, FIEDLER and OSTER, ...as my adjutant and as 
leader of the d if acting (Chef) group, > 



AESHAGEN and my secretary. VOIGT were my, and my successor! . 
Ob 3 1 lt^wftKwr/i.a wnw T,rfBT^r.wnwi^wifl most^ro sponsible colleagues in 
theAbtoTlung m'~5ef lin, :. ‘ - 

ABSHAGEN'was imprisoned by the Gestapo for 6> months after 
the-^2 £)th ter his release he was expelled from the. 



army.; 

■ - For Austria and for the Southeast I got my old childhood 

^friend Major PECHNER (cf. Part I, p*3) and placed him in As t 
Vienna (Head, General Count MhROGNA *20.7.44). 

1 had intended FECHN3R as a supporting figure and later as 
leader of the secret organisation planned for Austria and the' 
Southeast, . ... 

. 4 ■ ■ V. •' ’ /. • ‘ ’ 

: FECHNER had for many years been an official of the Austrian 

military organisation ^called the "Wehrbund" •’which was directed 
against 'the Nazis, y 

Because of the terrible persecutions which he and his parents 
had been -sub jected to,, he put hixm elf with fanatical zeal to the 
tasks assigned to him. 



' under his d irection, . in fact, the existing organisation in the 
Southeast received the greatest impetus and obtained the best 

settingup of' the Brandenburg Regiment in 1940 » N : 
Majom fepjZ w as installed (on' the suggest ionof GINIBIS arid OSTER) 
a^Batt ialjon Commander in .this outfit. 
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. A REtNZ rece ived spdoial mis sions from CAN.'*R]S ' and^OSTSR 
about which I was gradually though not altogether., informed, 

- All the members of this secret organisation mentioned so.' 
far communicated with other trustworthy persons, whose names; , • 

however were only .partly known to mo, and whom X can only partly 

•{'...•<• *'• / 

'Along, with the acquisition of ant i-Fascist forces wept the 
purging of th© Abteilung. of Nazis-, ^Activists, and °SD informers 41 . 
That. /could only bo - ;ac hie ved gradually* ABSH.GEN, to whdm'I 
-entrusted the personnel administration of the . Abteilung, carried 
out^thih -soore t task~wi.th gre at cleverness and' with characteristic'' 



During ray time as Ko^mando loader 1939-1943 the foliowing '• 
officers were, in accordance with this policy, separated from the 
Abie ilu’ngi '• ■'■'*■ 7 - ,, '■ ' -• 

Capt, Dr. H1SPEL. Ah E-Off icor of long-standing, „y somewhat 
confuslpd,. very activisiic adventurer. An old Southwest .African, 
who already, during the first or Id War' had been in English captivity** 
No Nazi, Most recently' was leader of the Arab legion in Tunis, and 
was taken ' prisoner." by either the. iSnglish of Americans, 

litejor .(now General); old E-Officer, v Vain, , 

limited and obstinate Nazi. .. , ’ 

Reg. Rat* Dr.’- PETZOH).- ' SS member. Was suspe.cted of acting 
for the SD. ' ' ’ ; 

Rittm. SPIES, Intellectually unimportant, but a convinced 
and fanatical Nazi. Suspected of working for the SD. . " _ 1 

. . Killed? Former Austrian 

office^" 1 : 1 ilxegafK -f^atfoal'Nazii Who was proud of his dynamiting 
operations in Austria , - -Removed by me from the- Abwe hr. even before 
the French carapaign,f;> ' 

... Cap.tain RUDLOFF. "Research Activist", pvey-bearing ' Prussian?. 
Was. removed by me ( X- believe in 194° ) hut; turned up 3a ter in 4bW . Ill 
in Africa, ia3t • in Tunis . ' A' ! '• ; 

. Capt,..WEBJEOT« - Formerly Austrian Officer , Sudenten -German. y 
SD type. Took >part' in hangings and torturings of the Russian . * 
civilian population in the East (interrogation methods of the SD) 
not by order of the military posts. Witnesses present. Is a War. 
Criminal. ' • -k ... . >. 

. ambitious Nazi, Was in the 

AbteiTung fU oifJSev'e. 1941/?) as .Group Leader in the West,. Was . i 
transferred to an Abw. I-I’K^d in. the East. '■ 

ABSHAGEN should be able '-tp tell about other people,, whom I; can 
no : longer remeniber , '. ' ' • '•/••• y if 



'/yV * 
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' My -deputy 

active in the AbVrehr f 5r' 13 years < 
(Typical- Berlin philistine). - 



-©a- 



6fj£ (Group leader East) had been 
H« is a bom Prussian 



I could use him only, with. limi- 
ts tipns, and even then only withthe, greatest cam. At. timed 
he :was a heavy , drawback for me. ’ .3T0LZE was a moderate Nazi, 
with linos, out to Prussian reactionaries. 

■ Within the narrow limits Of , his Prussian mentality he 
intrigued against me as the Austrian who had been advanced 
ahead of him. ’ ’ ’ •" ' . 

FRETTAG-LORINGHOTEN , at/-my suggestion, got rid of him 
immediately when he. came into his Kommando (middle of 1943 )* 

General iiG. FREYT AG-’LOR INGHGVEl'T (he shot himself on the 
26 July, 1944)*, b of orb being 'arrested by the SB, to whom I 
handed over the' "Secret . Organisation" , after giving him full 
instructions, in complete ^detail, continued this policy of 



purging the Abteilungvafter 0 my departure for the front.- ' 




ing my tiai'e Bearboiter of 'Abt II in the 

KO Spain,' who turned out to be a fanatical SD man under’ SKORZENY' 
was, unfortunately, not recognized and remaned in time . 

- • . . 

— SLLth-these^ ory medsure 3 ? described in the fore- 
going, .the basis was given 'for the realisation of the principle 
of "passive leadership" ordered by OaNARIS, under a pretense 
of the greatest apparent activity. ' - 

While for mb, .the passive direction was. made easy by the 
personnel, policy, entered upon by CANARlS, and surely therefore- 
knowingly held to by my Abteilung, the apparent activity could 
be supported especially by the success reports' (written by 
ABSHAGEN) which- were'' edited and arranged accordingly. ■ 

The personnel policy of CANARIS was usable for his ; ' 

secret plans* 

Hie directions to me in this connection wore as, follows 1 

Anti. -Nazi sentiments v/ef e r to come before Specialist 
qualifications . The 'younger, intelligent and technical ly- 
qualifiod people were to be taken and placed in pleading' positions 
only when' they- could be used for our purposes. By and large, 
the old-,, experienced ("the, .good old Santa Clauses" as he. expressed 
it) should be retained and allowed to continue the If work. A few 
Na gis ahou jLA Tr be v usg h as c oyer and protection against the RSHA. 

. I went vory far ih tha passive direction of my Abteilung. 
This was strongly criticised Jby the Nazis and .other more 
actice elements in tlje Abteilung. 

£bstlt FECfiNER, my representative in the Secret Organ iza-n 
. t ion in the Abteilung can toll. you more about this. 
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' s--»f : f' '• '• ■"' ' ' ' * * . .'.! '"' '-'i ' /• f ' :>v Y.T. 

-•£’•' TSe .impressito of -"Apparent A ctivity*. was achieved 
■ elspedlaliy through the so-'callod .^shcdess .ropacts 1 * Y 

; .^ay;.p ; t:.h.er .head of the OKW than .KtcrTEL'aad any other ' ■ ' - ■- Y.. 

' i n&13$;&?^yxi(b^ » • ahdsoen through, / Y 

YY : the.J*8ir .di" thempelveS , . /*dar ingr Y'exsgg.* Ovations : and . f als ifications, ,• ,, 
But.:i^ self-deception ana over-weaning ' ;-'t ; 

- • soI^oq]^^ • peuMr of, the counteract ivity. ; cost ' the YY;- ; 

• y . ' ;' ; -Y\. 4 . * ■ .-'yy-yYY .• • 



To give_ojilyK^no example out>pf many, there mast be , 
me]^ipned : tr oh^i cal' f igur e s ( 3-5^0 , 000 tons) reported to 
the Yfe^ma'chtfuohruiigstab at their urgent demand , on ship 

■ sabotage in the Black Sea and the -Med iter faneani This immensely 
- , anger dd -the Navy, who,' .indeed, saw through the. deceptions, • but 

drow';the v wr6ng ccncJiisjLOns aa to the motive .which inspired them* . .. 
frurthermore , the responsible. Referent of ,the ,ib t e i lung , who had ' . 
been placed' in Rumania , -Kpt , Lt. FETSiS was well-known in ' the 
ioit and' the’ Ahteilung for his dundei'lieadedness, and for .his 
ambitions quite Other thdii for -a successful career, in sabotage 
(*£. faithful, good, sailor, but with a- latrine outlook!" to quote 
. GiJ&RXS, who. re commended him to mo as the best qualified for 
carrying out this task). • 

I .come now to a description of the actual counterdot ivity. 

It meant neglect ing enterprises which, had been ordered , and the;' . 
non-execution of any orders which involved atrocities, Finally ft?. 
. all fOrms of, sabotage, of the war effort., - ' 

■ . ‘ . . .. . , 

: . V. vv :• In. France^ " diiringfthe - time of -my leader ship of the Kommando, 

, ..Qfpup ir;ori i»s^ .^fi^^( Chief - > • General Rtlg CIL? , arrested 20«7,4h) YY: 

d:eaa.' > 

engagi^- : : in- what to' me-fwas \mdes irablo pci art rear activity with 
Breton, ;Alsation and Basque organisations, who were friendly to 
'the 'Nazis-, - ; ^' ; V /V-'--’ /•• '•/ 

v: ' ; DI®ITSCH, 'whp : was' close to the S3 (he was formerly a Y , 

. Police officer"), and came from. Stuttgart , had brought, as a 

result of his,. close, connexions with the Deutsches Auslands- ' 
institut >in that' city, a propensity for "Minorities Politics" 
into -the ikhwehr, ■ -".Y'. 

I replaced DFE3ITSCH, who" died shortly" afterwards, with 
- Freiherr vpaSB^'dSlDENSI^EIN,- a richly supor-annuated officer of 
the AbteTlUng^?!ncr^gSv^iSi clear irs tractions to cut down the 
personnel.Of uVbtv lit suspend, all II activity in France , and 
: limit hirSolf 'to the military tasks - (sabotage against England), 

'’Y YY So fdr a^. f laiow-'BK^pSTIlDJ put only one agent in England 
(Enterprise "Fritsohen" ) .durihg - the - Whole- -ported of his stay in; 

, Paris,.. The. man retinmed -via 1 Portugal* I believed him to be a 
double: agent 'for the English intelligence .Service, 
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, ' < • R Lyi l v . the ..gl§e. of.- keig-lc , 

"-UP '■'■ .7-.^'- : v ; - : 

\ ' Tfriet7,rQi6 ofV Way gaud in..jifrica in, the military situation 1 L ' • 
of that time (1940-fti : 5/w^a\ viev.-ed by the German tail i tary V; : L/:.^ ' : 
command with the greatest . suspicion. One day*- the exact one,/, is 
-noted in my. un fortunately unavaiiab.la, secret notes ( "Raritaeten 
reSelrv^^ilfe order' from KEITEL to arrange -for. 
the. removal of WHZGEND through my Lbtoilung. 






; : : > Since the objections put forward ' by CLNLRIS were unavailing* 
we (CIJilRIS and l) were- never for one moment undecided that this 
orderr*-about which' the other chefs of the Lbt PIECKENBROCK' and 
BENTI7EGNI also, knew- -would not,, only . .not be transmitted any ' : ■ 
further, but, also that in' no case would it be carried out. . .■ 

" / Whether this order sprang from tie head, of . HITLER, or. was 

•suggested to him by the 'WebiTaachtfuch' ungstab , I no longer, know » </ 
I be Sie ve the first. •' 

Deeply 'ang'ered-,’ I talked with many . people V/Uo folt the same,;. 
■ way about it, -even with officers outside' of a ir circle, about 
this attempt of KEITEL to drag ‘the Lbw Lot II into the methods L •• 
of the .SI), ; and to i fords ' 'toy 'subordinates, whose job was' fighting, 
to become - treacherous . assassins ' . . ).'.n .... 

\. i CLNLRIS calmed( and disappointed } KEITEL later, by tolling., 
him -that, everything had ' been started by him, with the purpose ./ 
of bringing the .carder to a successful conclusion. ■' 



• •• S; ^ ® L i IRL.tTD : ‘ ' j ■ ; 

. .The. daring' flight ' of Gnilljl) from the General’s Internment' • 
camp .at .Koenigstein and' the' accompanying Circumstances >of ' this; 
flight : .put HITTER into a raging fury, Ho, and probably also the 
Wehrmacht fQ e hrungstab JjODL) suspected that GIHLUD must be on. 
important political- personality’ ;. arid saw in him the mah who would 
pfoparo' for.'© lading of Liiied forces in Vichy -France, which at 
that time Was still ^occupied;. • V. •' 

Ls in the case of WEFGLND, KEITEL ordered CLNLRIS to ’’ 
eliminate GIRLED by having him murdered by Lbt II. 

The date of this order is also in my secret notes. It was 
probably. about 6-8 weeks after GIRLED 1 s flight to North Africa, 

The refusal to execute 'this order likewise, and the preven- 
tion of its transmittal to the SD was one of the most difficult- , 
and dangerous tasks of the active counteract ivity* 

In distinction from theGcaso of 1ETGLND, this time I had to 



.' > One d ay: ( it : appears ' in mV. secret notes) KEITEL asked ' me. mo3t 
urgently Earl® : ^t the . time) for everything Vo bad 

p lahhed_ori : ' the /(gETCSt r 3: • ''oqy'ernam?. for GTRLUD); 

h’ec»use^h^yVEEEITEL^ &a<l ^be^hrisharply attacked about . it by HITLER, 
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in Budapest •' ^ 

■ 7 * V: •/■•/ *■*? ■ J *-‘ ? ** ^ ’ •• ■**'.»' ' . ' ;■ • ’.■* . • ...Jy-. v?r ^'/V y. v v /i'^ ':^v-:, 

:/*. ■ ■ •; ’'□PtiQ 7 •;"■ wets: ^Z.vj^or-^ ti • ■ •; -rnioi? e ' dif f icult b cckuse KEITEL , . .. > \ v V' * 
- • ; d : erno^ 1 1 sh • IfJELLETl '. S**\ 

, •: bu:$- ‘-this pssasainatiori . order: ' :• 



>^ a; t • ^ Q Sl e ctod £0 ,do 

what ;wouid fcavo besn\a r ;; 

•'. . .. v ■ ;' V; .- v< '. 



: .v" mC-. .*• ■ • .yjVV^.V; ;’’ : 

?• y ;' •'■ . 

'. ••>.'< •l'> V : 



■’/ y . ■■’; :’ 



••’. /> v v f-^ *i r v^V f 



■;' . ' ■ ^ I .. f'l'p-v imaodi a toy 'to. v ;> , ;. y ,,' : -?:^ ;: : ';:;'yf .; h|;A 

; >. ; : who. wigs imnod latoly.: ; j 
'■•■"'■: i,.i6i.i;'^uohao.ed :'.h^nV 

dshod. nao' whon :the ' ; y t|§|xi||^y^ 

and'' wh©n ' ^HESrnftlCH • h’aji, bei©n f ‘ "V _ • • V:Piy. ;; -’ 

he appeared ; a changed 

. I'-scon found eut the/? H :; . - .•*' .;- 

iv'r-iil iaaa^^^®61y^.. ;: :; 5 



ion.ed i^et u*g' of Abt , lilT y 

.X'phO r; ^\ty s 'V.er 3 ir ^e^^P^stt£r69“.oj?,' fh'.5TJRI.'3'' in. the fight agadjiat • ''■■■.MW- 

•hi : S; moat ehei^)i' : -On -the ’ basis of thib chronoiogy,; the ' • .' 

.. oitier^-H^RieHla; ^ - HKriP.ICH'o deaths- .diJliRIS' ' '. ' 



• l • • ,\ < v '/s ! - '* • ^/•: i V»« iV - 

•V'Tr ; • -'V. 



y ‘'V'X 



' ' . -. eapeciaily, the strictest',;' • - ._ 

not to 'mention the" underA . 
taking ?to Vaybody (:%6t' OTQn lilELLSP. or the SD Fuehrer in Paris)/ <■■ 

With that KSITEL seemed to be satisfied— HITLER too,', 
apparently.- . Witnesses to this cpuntoractivfby, v/hich was 
based on thd -purely intellefttual superiority o? .(JiiNiVRIiS dver \ 

. KEITEL •R®rp *' *be sides nyseif, PIECKEI3B0CK and BSI7TI7SG-NI* ana ■ ’ 

i.diuirai? wn'VR'pw ?p ^j 7ho had 'boon -present . at the dinner which I ' , 

have previously' described, as v/Pli as the Ast-Leiter of Paris, 

■ ' ; : ■ ;■. - ■ :,/ /; : . 
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, ; • Others who knew j of the oilier' to murder GIRARD were 
'.TvpTrr.WR A? at tl|at ' time 'Chief bf Staffs. Army Group West ' in Paris). • 

with whom CANi',Rj.S had spoken of it in Paris. 





>ZE 

and /Ambassad 



1 RAHN .(or CT!TT i 7. T.k 4 j restatked in addition',' that HITIER esteemed • 
GIRAUD far too ihighly , that he was a good soldier, but an equally 
■bad politician. ..A • '• • ... . ' ' . 

RAHN derived his impression- of GIRAUD supposedly from having • 
.been" -present at the discussions held With GIRAUD in the German- • 

■ Occupied X|hrench)' territory The purpose of these discussions., v 
waS'to persudde G3RAUD\:td' : reihirn voluntarily to prison,' in. order . 
to eliminate ‘ the repres sive 'measure s ( the ces sat ion of the exchange 
,.' of Frehch. prisoner s. of war), which were the .result of GIRAUD’s 
flight , and wore, damaging Tr anco-German relations quite badly,, 

• ■ When HITIER learned ’ that..- GIRAUD he'd not been immediately 
‘arre sted at ipto ^ing o f . Jrehrmhc.ht, representative's, he. . ; 

e' 2 ?hic 4 .e|;. ; T in ; pnd’ p^ ! his Jiabitua rages, especially against thO s ©' . 
older - off icers , who had . never 'understood The meaning of the. 

National Socialist Revolution, 'and who clung to out -worn idea's 
of , justice and honor. J//:! • ; ! 

NON-EZECDTION ,0F. THE GRDSR FOR LARGE-SCALE SABOTAGE 'AGAINST: Tip: 

; ■ .. ■ • trench -fleet, at toulon . , y . 

Before the Germans marched, into unoccupied France, concern ., , 
over the behaviour -of -the French Fleet, • which lay in and before 
Toulon, .played a. large part, in the preparatory measures of the > ' 
Wehrmachtfuehrungstab, It was feared that the ships would slip 
away (by night) to African ports. ' < 



*' :• 








KEITEL, in the presence of CANARJ.S, had given me orders to 
sabotage the ships, in the harbor, and those nearby, at. least to 
such an extent (through technical saDotage), that for a certain ~ . ' 

period ( I believe 12 .or 24 hours were demanded) no ship could 
escape*. - . - .. 

After. GANARISA in KEITEL* s ’-presence, had urged me to act . 

wifioa t energet J&aLLv^ ^ lof t he .room and he remarked laconically-i , 

- fNa.tu^^y|^^^ » -And thus it happened .yl 

.When, shortly af. towards* KEITEL commanded me to cane to 
] himT^ tp;. inform him of whabvmeasures had been taken, I brought" ■ . 

with 'me; a^.^ketch which" I; had y $rawn in great, haste, of the first • ' . •: 

pe suits Of reconnaissance (position of the ships etc',) The ' 
sketch was .pure inagination* ' ; 

. fNa spe cd. aXis i: ' in the Aht*, Kptlt. .. 

FET.ZER (doScribedr -previously;) ape expert on the subject of - ' A' x 

"Sabotage in Toulon", ' .1 . y.y. 
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■ ; nr THE COTOTEEWORK' •. ; , : 

0 00000-^000^0 ' * . ' ; .V :'• •-’ < \ '• 

tp ma-. since'. ’19.33 ®> s > f teacher' or- ^renc^TTSTripma* . v _ 

: . . * ■■■0 '■'*'■ ' v '.•" v> iff' ' ■nfl 4vrH l rk4V- :flnH < Hn/3 f\ arrn r» V&T 



•;. ©n oh ; people *: wit hi 1 "the ^ aidj- 

' .of kitew 

' Ffeach Arn^ 

.woman; ©vexi^af 1 hr ' this «£ v ' t: 

'• . nh^W»^rd^JiS^^T-«at , ^-;-'^ ! !raft "RTTTOT had vonn . Via Ttslv 
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■■■ •■ ■• ; 7 ^ioa& had been / ••'..> 

• employ edh'dUrashis'Sbnt:;;^ 3 . in the Vichy- ;.!’ ' : ' f 

• J^onch^^bassy,'' was cons idorod by the German i.bwehr service 

' .(Abwebr Officer, -Budapest. :' : ' Ob s tl-t. PFiHi&KjTIEL) to bo a confix . • . A •'. 
danto of tbo French, (pe’ Gaulliste) Intelllgenco Service. \ .'•• . ” 

;. : .Sine© . t,hi.^-' ; whin$.b^.09£^- . known to me officially at ;•..•. ;.•> ';• 

... ; ...>•' this t in^v^iCoincidM' ^Xi0^i;pyf& perscral_ cb£jrvation that s^P. ‘0- J" 

: ; was; a ^ dtt-; -an Austrian' and an eneny , of j )0 
Nazis inm^&1fe^4 ^’••.; ' ' . '. ;'-«-.v'' • s 
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i £.zv(- s jz:*pn 
■jx& 'iWj>S^. 



^'b.'^K^OWQi'to. Soyv ; ;;On: ; -iiy oi-d3r< f '.the- danger sbs 0 

watched and her tolophonf}.*'' . '^ : 0^0 



;-< ' ■- ednd her telephone. 

conv©r^at3..0ns;;Jroha'hlyv l^nitpred V and wai’ned . her v/ith” precise 
• ' v :-: all people: suspedtod 

■•■■ 'with''h'er- t and later? 



•.• v,/' - ' - \0 'xty ;■'.' vv ^ ,;r! 

i, • n .*' ' :>* >. . ; v ; s \ 
• i,^y;^ y*p * .,> . V '^' 4 t 



^ and ,}■’• 

cohiihg ..to ’Her: whi'dai 

■v^a®; ;■ movement.. • ' 
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. > . ’ As. ,' in consequence of the pol it ical situation the. danger 
to FEC3N® and n^ee.rf . as Aust ; and anti -Nazis’ became more 
and more' inenacingi ; she -urged both of us a^ain. and again to be 

^ ’ X " U ^ _ . rtr^-l ;xL ^ j T . J 
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was’ an old -acquain- -» t »'X 
9" .in; Franc e ( 1936’)^' ". 
him directly t . in order .. . f 00-; '■' iy '■■ 
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-b he HUhgarian'.'or 

.^i^^,.S«^|^^rvpc^^^^^^t^cu.la.r ’; connexion . ’ ; 

' him indirect ly at thlh: 0 - ^00 000 
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Z,‘ Berlin.. . ‘ A; c : iKj^'S^’ 
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. V ' ; I' ^lso',kfi©p xUat>BIEET took part ip. arranging for the v c-i 

• {escapet/ha^^s^h^ ..'soldiers • from German • 

pr iaonar?; b£;h£r. t&s orders of the. French Military J . .' 
■••„•' attache. -Shb'algpv.^ mev societiiaes for he.lp for Frepch ' 

• war Vris^e^V^aad X' yl7 : i'-iiV Itoioa^inLb t> r* d istinotly /cb -. 

■fe bTwTl 'UcKlTtltKP r n ~I Of* 1 no T A atiz . ard t ha i £"Ti 



aDd fct^b^Uio^0[jlI2is2a t: thQ - Ofie^ Lienz, and their* illegal. . ; ' 

' •.<.. '-. '; .cprt^?pona§hce y -through me* . 

■ ;.■ • ; in. the" -t ?as. t<^'l^- , the^;i^a£^^ 

- " ; . .-. nBpt .‘jforv^^ to 'noddle airy nc-re as ho wa£ :ad'dt \ .'•■ .. 

violent de Gduliiste. it -Witness for .this is lia j or ; 4 'JBSHi.GEN * , who, 

'.. ' >.. ■'■pja,:.igy-/- with the .two officers*- 

: 3|i^h^sc> French connexions of Efihs^K r 

of'': tlvh.'do.t a il s. • .■ ^;, ■i-". 
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■ ' the news reached me .that a 

, ' ; • 4 " J-v " ' ,T ‘‘ ' ' rk -' u — - J ~ 

, .errO^t^. h^dctCeen this tdiae 

_ •. .torgah'iisat'ion ; was, 1 cXbs'hi'y ^ conne ct ed vvj 

. " •;,•• '0!u]; y.- C - FCERTOGhL' /.; •: V ; ■::•'■•; 

- : ; ,.f;.' - '^t^- acmsetiyhg' u^.h© 1 ’- ;;t'ho 'Gericpn J»ir -i,ttaohl in Berlin (so far 
as x re memh er 19?2 ) , Jthe "Xfif twaf f e High Conmand ( though it 
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’ ^ ch yore iieiegsary^ t^^aajry;f 
7 out’ this^' o^r&tioni f howey^ri Cu'Ji^iS : ; 

f ley ict ly ’ fortad©- -any Xjy'a^ 
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whrfeji^;Chho^ :th&^!h.i'me' WQ3 Admiral ' SQHQSTER ) • wps 

to .Portugal of 'scarce 

raw .jiaatoriais 1 (? charcoal) or finished goods . This, was hither 

of anv TT ' a nt ivi fv ■ '■:•*'%'■ 









•i •-. •;;■ i ;: r /. - . •■•>'’. V, .-•.' '..■ . 

■': • - -.y>'', : 

in r - G/jjICJR is ' piursuod a clear-- , 

cut .policy i- vnamply y *. t*o. keep Spa in-, a ’ land .of which .he. .was,. •• >•; .• ',/. 
•Qspec%ll^ . forid, perh^ps^' because 'of - his eqrlier life , out of 
war On- - the aide of Geiyah^t ; ; , . -';\w ■.•" ■'• 



- i- .•••■•: yiv; 

*•. ’■. * v r-. 



' : I know, that: vtheiPpreUgu , Off ice , especially Herr von. • 

,-K-IBBENrEiOP, o ffr em.ppenly': reproached 61M.RIS for having influenced ' 
^the^^n^S^^neral^^^o 'w&pe known to him partly from the r 

and .-partly -from the Spanish Civ il War ,, , 
v.-j ^G^rihajhy ; in the ''Gibraltar .Enterprise*',;. ' 
v-ahdvlaf.©^^^ to Spain, and di r ing the d is-;. .•>•.”• >•', 

/; cUssiQhh'.'hs;^^^^ Spanish- polit iciars , f or’ havirig' 

; ,countbfhhtod:^tha''"-pl6ffis^h^ vtho^Pore ign office# y r>^~ hV - h-,;:- 

J ]V -y^s "■ ■ . •••; 

' y . - . This - ; rb|>FPaoh : was ji^as J ;-can; ' pr ove , well founded 'in faet, ; 

•hi Was b’othlany^ witness to a conversation of ;-'h ry 

C/d«dliS. ; wif h / be 1 i eve ',ih the winter of . 1942/3), and-': /> 

I? myself j-fornuiateC the .report' for . thh .Poreign. Of f ica ,.. , y?,-’ yi-’- h--. 

,v signifidantly before the interview between (IINARIS ang^ ^RDi^Ni. ,,- - .? 

' v I.' '4^h> it was feared that an . {■ >;: i... :. 



that an 



.;.ivl:liedi'inya^ through the Spanish peninsulafy yh 

'-. and!' d’j^^ Vu.s suj^^aed ; ';to '.sound out what the Span iard s v,'ou,id’; • ~ .. y 

do, ard -;%>':.asc'eftaih'^ he willing to allow v : the v y 

■ entrance' of h Garxnah : ?trhc>p.s' ; 'aa " ; '’a ; pr event ive measure# ' . ■ r ... : . ' :• < 

The. report, to ttfh-J’pf e ign .Office (through Amt# AuSland, OHW) 
y.hich a ‘.dj^o ct ive from G.U1.RIS, bbforoy y:,:..hV 

~ hl^mas et.in^ fi^hf^RBt^^ •.approximately as follows j 

: - •: •■'• r-;\ 

••■ •- ■>■;'" :'-. ' .. • • r - . • .• 

. 613 her e t of ore , the ■ Axi s 

l -power^I, bufe^t aihK:^^fstatu% hW'.»Non-helligerent".j< and .fill ; : ’ 

■ - d of end' -herself ^ agalins yever^ r at tack ch her territory,, even, -if . '.: 

■ thejVcase ' should ^i^e^iagainsf*- (Jenuany " . -. ' V 

. ' him self far more care fU lly, and .. f . : : f. 
hes itanily.'rin' the 'attehdahhhQhve r s a t i on when^it did take place #V> y 
. ( in the . presence ySi: and Gen 

andle spe 9 ially in p onnexi'pn 7 ,whtn anything pertaining to^^ra^n- y; 



. Of- the 1 - *Hlue. Divis'icm^ih '.Germahj^^w 

;;: pR4NC0llf;*l V'' 



hi ch were directed against y 1 '- 















•3 



•■‘ ' ^;yv’r;*.;ov - '•'•>.*;■• 

••: >/ * :: ' 
•:‘ " > : v i; :; ^ V: ’-V’ V "' 



• abotft .OTerythi^; 
i \ti 9 . FF^lNCO.ahd to Spaiii, 

> "; For- he-.wa's'^ travelling companion* ;'.,.y ■ ■■' 

■ : ':• J^ ; ■■^■ , ••^^^^•^jb»;^^^j^^o^^(^Jl‘^iS'■■slia^piy• curtailed the 

1 ■ y. _ HOMMEL ) « on. whom I had.-; only ;y 
■ :': i : eLia 0 %? r iiiif liieiibe ,iyas' ,he : , was a. part of K0 Spain, and under 

. & /the the ■^ 0 - 0^05 ’• ,' y/ : --y 'w ;V "/' ‘ /'v ' ':.- /' •••'•'•'•" '^V.':' " 

' ... ^Details atout this 'Kspect- of ibw II work .. -directed against . 

: Gibraltar .after :th^ JopQnJojd.ers* 1 , could be given by. the former }, 

'•' 0. v.:V : " 

T •' V'£il ? t0?}. : VV'V • * •* & ’/ Y- ; • '■ > V* .- • ' ••.•' '.K* • \ 

'VC-;/ w - v > '* '■ ; : WESTERN EUROPE . ' ;. • "\; '. -VV-'-. : % ;y ^b- ; i-^-.vi-f 

. ' THE 3F~ N . "V/' :' ,." /Y ’,// 

• . I * ’ . • ’ 7 ' * v* ..* .. * J ' *; v-f v ' **•'*'■ ‘ V, v # »*'.*•• • . • • ‘ v 

~ •; , \ ? “* '\ *'/* *’* * ’ , f .*•' x .\/: v ' • • • • * r • 

'. . v sharp-ly curtailed by 



■..'v'.V^S^/.^ffap/a a fair degree of . accuracy!,: . 

, , only,, thre^' of 2 f ouaj /ijdn^enta; 1 ' , 'yioir e - 'sent to England add Ireland 0 ; •• ;y ;■ 
,r- 'is^.tp.^th® middle of 1943, deeE.ite; thd ^ 

r la ord^^di es^ci^ aftor; the' "•>'). •' 

r-: ; '; . : a. t \tP' V and the' air offensive •'"'.: ;f> : ..;;; 

' ; ^against' ^aioroed>‘ • . ' ’■ ' 



, ■ ■ v K '».•:■;■ Eui^ai^raV • Ireland -?■?.: I; believe from : .T^ 

■ ,- ' ': l94o.i4'i' pn-fr/the ^ ,ib t . II was referred to .the: '^'' 1 . 

■ ; . Eorli^ Of f ice -S^eoiaiist on; Ebpland , - Dr . tKjS3jEIM‘iYK, and \ 7 as 'told •. • 

-; > ; ; : ; j BteV;: i.c© ' itself would carry out and be, jy. V':;; 
■>•■ - w.^e3pd^s^ley ;;tfiis^i^rhion ; abtiy and that . .lb w. ..b^v^II , • ' ’.•;•*.•;• 
' should ipsi^y,' apt' at the,' instigation, of th® ■ Foreign Office ftDrV ~ 

■ '. by';givihg ;tebhnijeal- help - in .the transport ' of^TOp le"; - -• ' 1 , , 

^■o'V‘ ' %•:•' r '•■; 

, ;w;' CUlNlRI^Vwas cpi^ldtely ; ':;ag;reed- .v/ith this .policy,, because - ; .' : ;.yct s iy '. 

• v : through. th®' ; t!die, lity^antythat he would always (at . leasts for:. #■ ^ ; : ; j 
.,cert^iin--pe,ri ; od ) ^ k^ow ' the >f ai;-f etched 'plans of the Foreign Of f ice ; ' ; 

. ~ "f s.am&b time , being himself directly w,. 

/• ; .'o^'^EI5^^'[^^ v ^KE]iPEL';b^ e • WehruBchtfuehrungstab') 

' -V :■■ : position from ;which to /v. v •, ; :; :. 
1 ; iy ^by. Vooo; .-. ( , 

. " , % 1 yl'xz ;C ;.;r- .,• 'S- ".A^S '-•■ '■' ■ 

a -becoming very^ active at 

■ ■',. : y ppXi.’tTica.l-miXitijafry:;; ecdjapus . ; 

It must have had to.- do. with ' ; 

■ :v Ireland, .with the assistance of/. 

/';> • t hp' IRA. ' •( lb ish> Hepuhi ic^:. i*rmy ) V- . ^ cS:1 «?pld have , sdrved ; as the -r '-: 'wif; 

/■’•? a -military' invasion. •• . ;; 00 

■ 1^ o3.ear dfe the - IF^Vr-’ was; 

■- \.'" : 0f and; through Germany,., .- 

. ■' - L0: : ^lA^SSEL'dhw RIBgEW^dPi, • in order to. receive from him the. ; .’ 
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qt else impossible because of. an alleged shortage., of material. 
But the iriema group was -succossfil (. specially in hindering or 
^a% JLba3t '1 imi tirig ^t he*- ' exec ution "Of commands given by the J*ir 
^Force/“- ; The' oitanplit ' (pperation KINO) of such ah undertaking-'' 
which'Was completely successfully prevented has already been , 
fully described in another place. Two other examples of su-ohr 7 
r .counterwork 'are 'described , in the .folic -at ing^ . 

_ ‘ CRQi’JclIS.tTION FOR THE DET'EMSES OF " . 

- THE EU'*NCi3j5 . 



This . was an organisation, connectt d with- the Vienna II 
group, whose, a in; was to carry out only completely pass;.ve 
. defense, against sabotage, and which .hat installed and naintained 
under' coyer -soldiers 'in ail the Danube ports, and on all the 
river ships . , hgoih and .again attenpts were .mode to nak j of 
this 'organisation,” which was fairly at: ohg and- knew the- country 
V<ell % an active, sabotage group* - IiO’.vdVi r, despite orders, and 
in spite of the fact that it would have been perfectly feasible,.; . 

- they never undertook one real sabotage i.jrion. froia the. • 
beginning of the war until they were te can over because of their - 
inactivity by the S3 Jagdverbaehde in 1 > 2 ;. 5 . The loader of. Jthia 
organ! eat ion. . Tforv. TCapltaen vo ^wETRS. an Lu-strian, was absolve d 
of a charge oT s^ne'Ste^^re^onaa ^an a in/pCHVL'JlTrpWHS T^Tr""^^ 
rdJ^strian, •; w as a rrested in Rumnia^aV-thi time oi tJ19“ capitulation - 
of vhut ■ country, endVlater - investigated for the same reason. 



. COOPERiiiT ION .WITH- THE U£ AINI^S . .... — . 

- ' T^ abldtodevei'-p' special activities in. ■ 

' the.Dkia'inQ problem*. Cooperation, which had been ordered, with 
the. r Organist ion- “of Ukrainian Nationals was carried out mostly, 
by Vienna in the early days ;df the war. The leader in that area 
•of' the combined organisation, Qberst^f^JCL, a former K*u.k* officer 
of Ukrainian origin, was an old school friend of mine and FECHNER, 
Thus there existed a relationship of mutual confidence from the 
first*,- The unexampled unjust and unfair attitude taken by the 
responsible Nazi postd towards the Ukrainians had soon provoked 
a strained atmosphere, passive resistance and finally direct 
enmity, which at the end of the. war showed' itself clearly in 
the attitude of thb Ukrainian Revolutionary .Army (UPA)* The 
•building-up. of the -'Ukrainian. Nationalists Into! Special fighting ' •- 
igroupa/ which was oidered repeatedly by the OKff, was indeed, so • 1/ 
far as appearances were concerned , ' carried put by the Vienna post' 
grand style ; a few hundred Ukrainians- were actually made ready," 
training camps were . built , and 'great' activity was apparently 
^developed* The aptual mission, hpwever, both against Poland in 
l^^v^ u4r .a ggiast Rugsda—to .1941, was dragged out interminably and 
thereby prevented in practice. In both cases the formations seta 
hpV by';the y.ienna’post were finally brought in to 1 the Operations..; w . 
v area: ^ 'ihe-br^Jif J but .in each case, mainly because of fhe-if " - 
Jbelated t arriva^^^ was no longer any fighting taking . 

.'pl06e/->^ these formations were soon found -to be useless.,. 

; and/^fctp^ and. 191 j.lr were shortly afterwards dissolved/-;.. 

/Moreoya^', in-:^93 ; ?/ l e °uuse; of the friendship, pact with Russia, ■v^'idh 
' coh^r^lcted.'^ p^jnises made ear liar to the Ukrainians, the .- 

purpose for which these, formations wore set up, was rendered' totally 
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Also the Vienna group continued to maintain contaot with 
the QDW* even' after its leader was arrested and the organisation 
was dissolved* and oven tried to mitigate the sentences of the 
arrested ones* as well as those of the lessor members of the 
organisation, to the best of its ability* Ruthlessly and 
successfully, it internened especially ibr the leader, Oberst 
JARS’ o who was also imprisoned in Vienna, and on behalf of his 
wife who was persecuted because of her non-Aryan background. 

The Vienna group also had active connexions with the Vienna 
Resistance movement, as well as the most variegated opposition 
groups, and supported these in every possible way* 



In time, the extensive and very active counteractivity 
carried out by the Vienna group, which was also numerically 
<wite strong, led tc the cropping up cf certain suspicions, 
which aven^deTfeidped -into actuar'reports about what was going 
on at the post. 



Captain REINHARDT reported to the Army Group South' that 
the long drawn put process for delivering material, especially 
transmitters, had meant abandoning the operation which had been 
fully prepared otherwise ,. t\ . 

_ pP wfeJLA _ 

An Oberlt<TKQPSt> <r member of the SS, reported this directly 
to SKGRZENY without going through channels. The most serious 
menace, however, came from a report of Lt. von MESOV. 

-if— js. 

THE CASE OF LIEUT . VOl/liaGO ^ 



Luring an operation against the Partisan groups in Slovenia 
the German^ captured ' some coded documents. The Nazi University 
instructor, /D^2^SE£i-' who was in Slovenia as a soldier in the 
service’ of the Abwehr, successfully dec ipnefed the documents* ’ 
and it appeared that they contained, with named and addresses, 
statements about the connexions with Vienna, through which the 
Partisans received their strongest reinforcement. The documents 
also contained the dames, of the people close to the Vienna 
Rea ls t an qq ^mov eSan t, who ware living in Vienna, and were helping 
the partisans,, as well ’ as the addresses of members of foreign . 

intelligence services, who likewise were conne cied^wi th this 

movement , MESOV appeared in Vienna with an aide and Dr. REPP 
and demanded of FECHNER, by reason of the great significance of 
these captured documents, that rooms should be made available in 
order to carry on further aotioii. FECHNER recognised the 
extraordinarily menacing danger, to the Resistance movement top, 
and ordered MESOV and his companions to start back immediately, 
the 3ame day, directly for Slovenia. He based his order on the 
lack of authority of the Abwehr to. undertake 3uch investigations*. 
MESOV obeyed the order, went however directly to Agram, and gave 
an offibial report there to the Army Group F on the conduct of 
FECHNER* adding, moreover, his personal complaints against him 
because of the brusque way in which ho had been’ sent back. The 
Ic of the Army Group F, Oberst J..G. von hartjng. a well-known 
Nazij took the report, and directed a~per s aonal letter to the 
RSBA, demanding urgently preparations for an investigation ’of 
FECHNER, The investigation was thereupon actually started, was 
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drawn out endlessly, however, because of various understandings, 
and because of the air attacks, which disrupted mail and rail 
traffic, ana fortunately had not been brought to any conclusion 
before the war ended. Others who know about the reports against 
FECHNER v^aud tjie rbason f oiwlt , though not all its, background, 
are ^Ma iorl Di^CoQS. pact. Dryfel^ EMBEHiL and Obit . /DIF FER ULi- 
v'arrous o f-f-l cerF' from ~tho Leitstelle. 

All the statements in the preceding report, about Austria, 
and Southeast Europe, which go chronologically beyond tho time 
of my leadership .of the Abwehr Act* II, were b rougEt^o-my'' " 
knowledge by my successor in the direction of the counteractivity, 
Obit. FECHNER. 

SOUTHERN EUROPE 

THE RESCUE OF MUSSOLINI, AID OTHER PIANS OF THE SD . WARNING 

AGAINST THE SIM 

One day, as I remember it in May or June 194-3* CANARIS 
summoned mo and Oborst i.G. FREYTAG von LQRINGHOVEN, who at that 
time was In the throes of taking over Abw. Abt. II, and told us that 
he was in the possession of information showing that the SD was 
planning the rescue of MUSSOLINI, the liquidation of the Italian 
king, and even the murder or abduction of the Pope. 

CANARIS had received this information from the RSHA, 
through OSTER, who had a V-rnan there. 



As he revealed this information, CANARIS said, among 
other things j #it is really amazing, that criminals can be so 
inconceivably dumb." 

I remarked, in scpe connexion or other n ’Ye should really 
warn the Italians (AME) immediately'' . FREYTAG took up this 
thought with characteristic energy, and at the end CAN'RIS 
told nae of the secret order to create a pretext f or m eeting , 
either the next day or the day after that, Genera l^JJE (the 
Chief of the SIM) , ’ 

The meeting took place at the Hotel Dm lel'Ii, in -Venice, 
several gentlemen from the SBi. accompan^a General AME , and the 
XO Leiter for Italy, Ob e rsWD-’i wwwr t c ; a also there. I still 
remember fairly accurately the foil ovd ng detail si It v/as during 
the luncheon, where GANARIS sat on the left, and I on the right 
side of Gen. AME. AME was complaining to CANARIS that a number 
of SS ahd SD members were wandering around Rome in civilian 
clothes, of whose presence the; Italians had not been officially 
notified. CANARIS remarked Laconically! "Throw the* outl H then, 
directly or indirectly pursuing the subject further, he added 
-la^ an under tflnte-i~ st g ^ore is Miasopini? Where is the King? Where 
is the Pope staying at the moment?" 
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(The answers of Am£ r can no longer remember exactly) 
hereupon CME\RIS said t "Be •■careful., very careful. Listen 
carefully ->’ ’.Yith CA1LRIS ' approval , I cut in on this conversa- 
tion,, and sayl, I believe in French to my right-hand neighbor 
(General Aljij j "You can never tell what these people (Meaning 
; the S3 about whom wo had been talking) will do." 

/ 

AME nodded several tine a, and then drank to CANAHES and ns. 

After the meal, I said casually to ’ FHkY T..G-LORINGHOVEN » 
"It's boon done" ._ 

In the afternoon wo met General AME and his companions at 
tho Lido. GANAR3B had asked, FREYTAG and mo beforehand to y 
divert the companions of AME so that he might talk with AME 
alone. This wo did. and CAH‘*RIS talked .'for noarly two hours 
undisturbed with AME. 

Neither I nor FREYTAG was informed about the substance of 

convora aj^ionA^. ._ 
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DISCUSSIONS WITH THE V,'EHR11'.CHTFUEHHU1CST:£ AT BERGHTESGADEN, 

SPRING, 1943 ' 



Sometime in 1943 » i.e. before the dov/nfall of MUSSOLINI, 

I was called up by General WARLIMONT from Berchtosgadon, and 
was ardored to fly to him immediately. I told C-N,:^IS and flew 
off. On arrival inJEJerchtesgadon, I joined a meeting under the 
direction of ^onora^jC^L^^N^, at which, among others whom I 
no longer remember , was Genera#fc? t USE, ROIlffiL's Chiof of Staff 
(ROtMEL’s staff was, at that time, already in Munich). 




Only six people took part in this discussion, all of whom * 
had been previously marked on a spocial list. Before it opened. 
General WARLIMONT informed us, that on the express order of 
HITLER, the subject for discussion must be confined within this 
h.-rcle, and WARLIMONT also added "You gentlemen know what the 
slightest infringement of this order ..’ill mean". 

The subject of the meeting was the military preparations 
for the entry into Italy, for at that t Lao there was no confi- 
"dfc^i se in Italv^ ~non o_ even in MUSSOLINI • 

I was asked a number of questions, dealing with tho part 
my Abteilung could play in conjunction with the s e ~opc ratiofial" 
preparations. I refused the oooperation of tho Abteil un g for 
practical reasons, reserving it for CANARIS' approval of 'my 
position. My refusal was maintained in the protocol of the 
meeting. To my intense astonishment, havevor, YL'JILIMONT 
informed me that on the express- ordor of HITLER, CANARIS was 
not to be inf on® d of the plans which had been discussed this 
day for military operations in Italy. 

.'I thereupon' told WARLIMONT that ho had put me in the 
painful position, not only of having to conceal something from 
my superior officer, which officially concerned him, but also 
of having to lie to him, Ho insisted, however, and reminded me 
of the sharp order Of HITLER, and warned mo expressly in view . 
of the consequences, which wefe well known to mo, not to disobey. 
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this very difficult 
;Wipi' ny £d jut ant, :and tru stod friend Major ^SKVGENY 
•It was clear that both HITLER and tne Tfehrmachtfuohrungstab 
already deeply distrusted G/jJTiRIS. 

‘ ^iJBSELVGEN, who knew, as I did, dJ^lRIS' unpredictably 
impulsive and exclusively emotional v.ay of reacting to all 
• things which' concdrned him personally, advised me to (disobey 
TOiRiUMONf's ..order i and cautioned ms to exercise the greatest v 
caution in talking to' alNLRIS, • 

. Of. : ea t; ,voppos it e G'J&tRIS, the maiT v?ho tffffT 

been my superior for so many years , and i/ho already shewed the 
maflcs of the desperate struggle against a system stronger than 
ho, I told h^ against all orders of Herr HITLER and TCJUJMOMT 
t^©' whole truth, and informed him of everything I had heard- at. 
fher Berchtesgaden conference (I believe that .this is, in my 
secret notes in- the. ®Rax > itaeteinaappe w * ) 
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SECRPT 

REPCET BY GEETRAU.AJOR LA.IIOUSEN 

SIDELIGHTS ON THE DEVELOPMENTS OF THE 
*20th of<juiy“ 

IN THE AMT/lUSIANP , ABWEHR . FOR 

. the end ■OF 1939-middle of 1943 



In the consideration of this topic I must separate the two 
chief^ne rsonalitl ^^who^t ook th eir pl2K3 opposite me in this project, 
namely, <&NARlS and OSTERv 

Undoubtedly confederates, perhaps more than that T ~©»-i)3atte£S___ 

pertaining to the "20th of July" both these officers constantly 
same to see me only as ind IvAduals , — as I in general assume that 
CANARIS possibly and probably figured very actively be hi rid the secenes 
of the plan to do away forcibly with Hitler, but did not, aid did not 
wish to, take his stand in the group of those who labored for the • 
realisation of this project. 

After my last conversation with Oster — around October 1943 “--I 
even got the impression that CAN.RIS. — at least at this time — was 
excluded from the ".COth of July" circle. Whdt role he then ' actually 
played in the occurrence itself in July 1944* I do not know , since I 
was at that, date already a year away from the A t Lusland/hbwehr and 
leading a regiment on the East Front. 

Beginning with his first very detailed conversation with me relative 
to my taking over Abt . II of the Abwehr (beginning of 1939) up until my 
departure from the Lmt7.hu s land , Abwehr (middle of 1943)* CLNhRIS had 
really spoken constantly whether by paraphrases and hints, 'or quite 
openly^ - of the na cessh ty of doing away with HITLER , HIMMLER, and 
HEYDRI CH~(.the "3Ii3" ) and of deposing the whole criminal gang. 

He (CLN.RIS) also explained therewith my appointaejat_j3S headof 

Abwehr II and the real reason for forming the " Brand enburg * Regiment 
In this connection GLNLRIS was .already citing the name of General BECK 
as having put it to him most seriously that the conduct of ""'this particula; 
Abt a Hung should be m trusted only to ha absolutely reliable officer 
(see also CANARIS 1 Secret Organisation, Part I, p,l)». 

Even in 1938 'CAN1RXS had commissioned my predecessor, Lt. Col, (Gen, 
Staff) GROSSKCRTH, to se6 to it 'that a 1 definite stock-pile of weapons 
— especially explosives, fuses, and hand-grenades — was readily at 
harid in the house at No, 80, TirpitzUfer , and re -assigned this duty to 
me, with the at the time rather generally phrased hint " that for the 
war in the immediate offing it should by no means be revealed which road 
the internal politids of Germany was to follow," 

Later, around the time of my taking over Abwehr , Abteilung H 
(beginning of 1939)* CLNARIS was more precise,.. 

The role that he (C. ) had destined for my AbteRung , specifically , 
for_jae and the "Brandenburg 11 Regiment^ was as follows i 



I was to prepare myself at a given time for the acquisition of 
materiel (explosives and time-fuses) for the accomplishment of the 
"action," . ” ’ 



On the other hand, the "Brandenburg" Regiment was' to a degree to be 
set up as Special Troops . at the disposal of that first, powerful occupation 
by certdin "key units*' of the National-Socialist juggernaut (the RSHL,- radio 
network, Intelligence branch of the OiflV, etc.) 
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, These two- assignments -- variously adapted during the course of 
timer^^ ^remalned ^he r La.itmotiv of the^c Oliver sat ions that CAl-iiRIS 
had with' me; ' on .tl> is sub ject .' 



His and also OSTER 's particular confidant in the "20th of July 0 
affair was Cap t» HEINZ* at that time (1938-39) still assigned to 
Abwehr , Abteilung III, 

With the establishment of the l£b r:>v,: unen t (^Training Regiment") 
"Brandenburg" (LRB) -* 1940-41 — * HIST'?; 7 *»t the particular request of 
CANkRIS and OSIER was '•snuggled" by la into this outfit as Batallion 
C.O., in order thereupon to assemble around him a core of reliable 
officers. HEINZ commanded the Batallion, which was base d in Brandenburg . 
HEINZ' s confidant was l3t Lt^fe&BZNER.. Whether HEINZ had initiated 
qthers, I don't know, since gonerally speaking, I was rather poorly up on 
the "goings-on" of the LtT3 -- official as well as secret. 

HEINZ used to receive direct orders from CiE'ufl S and OSTER concerning 
which I was very frequently not informed. 



My connection with -HEINZ Was an impersonal one. Hi 6 nature, which 
was very strongly determined by his political background, did not 
interest me (see also, "CANARIS, Secret Organisation", Part II), 



and 



In Ip ite of this, X~def ended him unconditionally against the R3HA. 
even against his own regimental C.0. ( Co 1-^fcwTlT.TW^ 



since I was familiar with his real outlook. 



On the subject of "The IRB Mission within the Plan of the Projected 
Action against HITLER and thereby agaipst the System" I have often talked 
with CANaRIS and with OSTER -- lattely with Brig. Gen. von ITUHLSIEIlv ■ 
also. 



I considered this idea completely off the Crack and am convinced that, 
however conducted;, it would have led to the same catastrophe as that 
of the "20th of July 1944," 

The great majority of those in this special- outfit , comprised of 
Volks an d Ausland Germans — some ignorant idealists, others fanatical 
adherents of HITLER -- had reported voluntari ly for a specially hazardous 
undertaking (the so-called "Ascension Day commandos" ), 

These people — particularly the young officers — at the slightest 
suspicion that something inimical to the system was being undertaken, 
would at once have taken a stand against ' HEINZ and those few, mostly 
th&^jgore elderly, officers of his circle, to wit, would have shot them out 
of handv — This"Was" rhdogn -iaed -by OSThlrt also, who in my opinion 
acquiesced completely. 7 CAEARIS on the other hand. clusg-±. ; the view-point 
that HEINZ would make it work. HEINZ himself, however, m...y 'well have ^ - 
recognized the difficulties of a mission with sich a "topsy-turvy order 
of battle" (v erkehrter Front" V . since from 1942 on the Brandenburg 
Batallion was manned very strongly by Russian -- part i cu larly Uiohammedan, 

I believe — voluntaries from the Caucasus whom HEINZ Nad levied with 
the secret thought of their utilisation in something like a "20th of 
July" . 

Lt. °ol, HEINZ, who so far as I know, is still liging, should be able 
to give greater and more exhaustive details about the activities planned 
and the secret preparations amde at that time (1940-1943) ih the LRB. . 

In 1942, or the beginning of 1943 » CAKARIS suddenly brought me together 
in his office with a Mr. GISEVTUS, who had come from Switzerland and whose 
name I had often heard at OSTER's. (see also "CuNARIS, Secret Organisation, 
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' ‘yiffi come rather suddenly to talk over the . Aii; 

•state . of affaire, that is, he asked CANARIS wore or less unblushingly / , 

wher^HITl® .?wc;lid. ; ;,a.t last be deposed, whereupon Ci.NARIS, pointing 
3 aid. r < w Aak hlir« f since he ^ii .b^v.e to do it»« At that t ime GAKiRXS. left; ' f : 
the room. Since by that time I knew CANARI 3 ' sort very well; and was • 

:i.u :t ,c not In'thd slightest' inclined to discuss such a subject 'with 1 
an utter stranger, I, with some very general phrases on the matter, eased 
a'.vay . 

Concerning the .motives which may nave bestirred CAi&RIS to Side so 
early with those who saw in the forcible removal of HITLER the last, means 
of ending this war end according to the hopes of this circle — of ending 
it in a -manner still tolerable for Germany, I can only con jecture, . . " 

CAKARIS was , at the bottom of his varied make-up, a very sensitive m an . 
Together with considerations of a rational, and even a speculative, nature, 

h i n" hm uirabl e revuAsion^f rom the bestial and bruial methods of 

Nazism therefore contributed very strongly (to his desire) forcib ly to 
remove HITLER — whom he saw as the "incarnation of the~~eVil fiSd'the badT'--,- 
or, to put it perhaps more correctly, to pro vide for his removal . 

Even less authoritatively, than for the motives can I talk about the 
political aims hovering before the eyes of the men with whom I came in 
contact from 1939-1943 °b this question. 

. CAN&RIS indeed used often' to speak of a "Pick-Up Organization* 

( "AuffangsOrganisation" ) which, in a manner similar to the BADOGLIO 
Government, was to step at once into the plan for removing HITLER and 
his clique. 

In this project even at that time ( 194 ^ ) the name of General BECK 
was cited as the senior' military member. Also mentioned as members of this 
interim government were Staatssakretaer vowvfozSAECKER for minister of 
Foreign Affairs and' the lEaacg Jf M ^rTew"*l>ou ta politicians .. 

no lqnger recalled by ; me today,;,. -How the. ultimate political solution-, was ‘ ■ 
figured, I don't know. .Neither CANARIS or OSIER spoke with me 'about this, 
nor have^I ever cLireoted a question on the matter to these two, or any to 
HEINS an internal German affair this interested me just 

a iffet tle *a 3 "T?hqffi fl 7 ^, 

The; deed alone intore- sted me . 

If, looking back today, I should try to estimate the influence of 
, C '.HARIS ' upon me 16 this matter then I should say that this was an 
unremitting thing, but at no time included a concre te assignment. 

The only concrete thing, really, was CANARIS* desire under any 
circumstances and against all opposition to receive the then Capt. HEINE 
into the Lehrregiment "Brandenburg". 

Quite otherwise was the manner in which General OSIER came to me on this 
business. It was absolutely single-minded and purposeful . 

■ In general, there were, two conferences mainly in which OSIER re- 
quested and received my collaboration in plans for the assault on HUIAR., 

So early as my first appearance in May 1938. OSIER revealed himself : 
to me quite, openly as an opponent of National Socialism. (See also,; 

"CAMRIS, Secret Organisation* ^art II). He and his closes it fri©nd(;y^i;;.;.:;^v| 
my predecessor as C.Q. of Abwehr , II, Lt. ;Col. (Gen. Staff) GROSSEGJRTH " 
as well as my later woman-secretary VOIGT, were even at that period wholly 



netted and radj .caj. in their 4ht-igNa2 i point, of view. 









* 











Guo day • ^- ' it. appears ♦;• from a . memo in my private papers ("Curiosity 
File." ) .— ; OSTEP had me come to him. 

According .no ray certain memory, this was before the French campaign, 
perhaps even before the 'descent on Denmark and Norway, hence probably^ in 
March- -or ♦ Still in OSTER' s office at that time were Dr. " 

DOHNINf and ..Capt HEINZ, .who were witnesses to the discourse, by OSIER 
that now follows. 

OSIER prefaced this conversation yirh the following words -flTThey 
were subsequently explained) j 



, ^ L^OCTSEN » ^ 'you \ Imow - I know you. You know what this criminal 1 * ’■ 
(RITLER) 'has in mind*, and' .you know the methods of these bandits. Moreover, 
you . have, seen how Austria is being treated, and you are now experiencing- 
for. the second time in your own family the assault of the SD*** 

"Now here is how matters stand. 

"v'e want to render this mad boast. harmless . 

"You must procure us explosived and time-fu3©s. Can you do that?* 

Before I expressed myself on this, I asked OSTSKi 
PDoes the Admiral know of this affair?" 

Whereupon OSTERi "No* It is really better that you .do not discuss... 
it with himf . it would just opr ess him,, and the .old chap is already quite 
harried enough with out this." 

Now I demanded further r. "Do. you already have the loan who.^ia-t er'c _ :;uuy-^ 
it out?" 
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■ OSTERi • "yes. The many' is at hand , " A\ a; .] 

Ii "Can the person in question' also manage time-clock fuses?" 

OSTERi. "No. That must first be explained to him." 

Ther ensued now a lengthier debate, during the course of which I made 
known that it would be very difficult for me — without taking in an extra 
person — to get at the required . explosives and the fuses and that it 
would be equally difficult to. familiarise the perpetrators with the functioning 
of the fuses, since I myself understood nothing of that sort of thing..* 

And I didn't in the Ab tel lung know. of anyone with v/hom I could discuss this 
sub ject. ..But .perhaps he (OSTER) could work the person in question into 
my Abteilung in such a way that, very unostentatiously — hence best as 
an agent -- he might by a simple course of instruction come to learn the 
handling of time-clock fuses, 

OSTER hesitated somewhat and •.did not enter into this proposal. 

I had the feeling , that he. was by no means. willing-t©- identif y 
. man, hence the perpetrator* ..' 






linker 

. ... &*$&>■■ 

. .opined to see no way out of these'; -.; 

diffXb'ul-feies, but proedse^ willingness to null the matter over from' 'the -yvr'A 
ground tipi A' A-;v '■ ' - A... 



* — Indicated was the imminent assault on H0LL.ND , BELGIUIvI, IH3pjLBURG. .- 
•** - Foi lowing my brother, iifeie Vbrotbier of my 'wife was by this, time alsc . V 

. incarcerated,.-; Adjjudged of; high treason, he sp out nearly ■yq^trs;:- iiif^f .. . 

Ux 1 0,vUl -. ,, ’V: \ , ‘ • •- . 'V- 1 .V«» v .Vrv' ,<, S” V v . .Tv 1 ..'' A.A-'-' •„ . CU*. , ■■ .. • . vT'V/v.v'^ 
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Lastly I requested OSTER to keep me corbie rely out ~~o? '‘'•ther poli t loa]! ^^^--. - 
angle, since at* an AUSTRIAN I didn’t want anything to do with that* I 
have in fact, except for the group about me in the Am t Ausland/Abwehr , 
know^^ersonAA.;; non^of the "20th of July" porsonalitios, . or spoken 
on t ^VsyStltj ^ jB t'*^H : th tho 5e ~ wh omTI know, such as Gen* BECK or (Lt * Ool .) 

( Gen Staf * * 

With OSTER 1 s hint that.no time w-s to be lost, this first consultation 
came to a close* 

n few days later came the chancu ."or me to help* In some connection it 
was r: ported to me by ray deputy, Col* 3T01ZE (a non-accomplice), that 
explosives and fuses wore to be fetched from- an outside point. 

I went immediately to OSTER and acquainted him with this opportunity. 

At the same time I proposed that he name a person in his confidence whom 
I would then "muscle in" ( "zusohieben* ) for the fetching of the explosives. 
OSTER, or HEIM, the named for me on bhu vary same day 1st Lt. HERZNER» 
who at that time was assigned to the "Construction and Training Company" in 
Brandenburg* 

Concern with all such matters pertaining to oxplosivesand fusing 
materials was the business of Group T (tochnical). " - .... \ 



A . formula now had to be found for getting: HBH2N2R# who didn’t belong 
to Abtoilung II, to _the explosives. » This was instigated by OSTER with, 
the cdbQ^ vano0 --<7^ a— degree that 3. ay deputy, Col* STOLZE, even 

asked me that I grant extraordinary permission for haulage of the 
explosives to 1st Lt. HERZNER , who warded to visit a relative or finacee 
in the city in question. 



IA-RZNER carried out the trip, too, and removed from its place tho 
pile of explosives contemplated for OSTER* s pusposes. 

I then heard nothing more of tho affair. 

from later hints by OSTER I could only take it that tho entire scheme 
was Withdrawn at the last moment and deferred to a (mass-psychologically ) 
more favorable period, since the unexpectedly sudden collapse of France 
had thrown all the calculations of this group onto the dust-heap. 

Almost three years later I think before or immediately after 
STALINGRAD — OSTER again summoned me to him and asked mo (literally) t 

"Has your II 'men witli Army Group Mi tt e (He meant irhtMLO. jxfAtho - — 

AbwehjV lI Command , Maj HOTZEL) sufficient time-clock fuses?"' 

"I assume so," was my .reply. Whereupon ■ OSTER : 



"Then you should know that the G-3 Armv Group von TRESKOW is very 
nueh interested in such things* ' ~ ™ 

"In the near future HITLER is expected to visit at KLUGE’s. More than 
this I don’t need to say. We hope that HIT&LER is coming too. Fat-so 
(hu meant GOERING) will then likewise burst of his own accord like a 
balloon. 

"How’s this HOTZEL?" continued OSTER. 



"A born Nazi, in front of whom you’ve got to watch yourself," I 
replied. 
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^ ^J^ ; ?STro ) I then said at last, "To set n, t ; 

3hali'- ; is^; : vt9; it an any event that this very 
morning a.honsihv^nient of the best' precision-fuses is shipped by plane ; v : -;£ 

to Smolensk." ' , . 

With that.- i-Lis conve ,'sation — at which, as I recall, DOIININY - was 
also present — came to an end . 

Either before or subsequent to ‘ this^cosvei'sation with OSIER, I had 
flown with CAN4RIS to Field Marshall^ vogflfijUGE^ at that time the Commander, 
in chief of Army Group Mitte. (See also "TKERrs, Secret Organisation, 

Part II, p. 50) 

' Whether the assault on HITLER envisaged at that time did not eventuata., 
because HITLER had not visited the Army Group Mitte , or because — as 
CilStiR IS 'hinted to,me (Part XI, p. 50) --.v on KLUGE had come to -waver in his - 
resolve, ‘"ID do not know, 

-'OS’L gR, who j ^a- Impli cated in the^case of the by then (beginning of 
1943) already apprehended Dr i DOHtLNY (see also "GA2LRIS , Secret Organisation,. 
Partll, p> 41), had to withdraw from the Amt and shortly thereafter was 
put on- pension. Intercourse with OSTZR v.’..s forbidden members of hint Au aland/ 
Abwehr by order of KEITEL. 

.When I spoke with OSTER, who at the time was already under surveillance,, 
for the last time (October 1943) at hi 3 private residence, he was very ■ 
resigned and also complaining bitterly, about C.J>LRIS, who in his haphazard, 
unreliable way was alleged to have ''bucked into" a good deal that might 
now no longer be set right. (OSTER was alluding here among other thing 3 to 
the composition of the Officer Corps of the LR3). 

.CLNABiS: was also alleged to have completely mismanaged them (meaning 
those positively active in the H 20th of Juty'). 

This was, really, the last conversation that I held with Os ter. 

Just 'prior to iqy departure for the front -- it must have been in 
November tr, December 1943 °ol. FREIT-.G asked me on one occasion wiiether-- 1 . ; 
knew' well J.t,. Gal. (Gen S^taf-f) BERNLRDIS, an Austrian attached to Col. 

(Gen Stafif7 voajfer^Jggg ^gffi ri > s staff. 

I^sald yeH^and" added~that IfERKIRDIS when in the Austrian iarmy had 
actually belonged to my machine-gun Company as a NCO r- sometime around the 
years . 1926-28 . Moreover, that I had spoken with BERN..RDIS a short time 
ago in Berlin. 

Whereupon FEEITAG said to me, literally) "Tell liie, c_n one speak plainly 
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with BZEUGLRDIS? STAUFFENBERG- requested me to ask you, since you're 4ns tr-isih->yM ww«* 
too, and BEPJSl'URDIS was mentioning that he knew -you. * 



<• "At that I replied to FREYTAGt "I think you can talk with BERNARD IS 

as you would with me. find say. hello to him for me," 

■ ■ 

With that -the conversation, insofar as it concerned BERKARDI3, came to an end. 

» • . ■ ■ 



v- 






. At .the beginning of January 1944' I took over the command of a,- Regiment 
on the East Front and was Wounded on the 20th of July 1944 ♦ . On • tKe'* -.22nd- . 
of July I heard of the ill-chanced attack on HITLER by Col, von- 

in the foregoing ! have described rather exhaustively; the j p^r «rf ifff » 

.proj.eqts whereby, in the years 1939-1943, I came into contact with''thoa^^gif^ "^p^ p' 
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4 p/.t^is. infl^ric'ed me according . to hi3 type aid his character, — ■ 
unremit t ingly and' very strongly, without ever having enunciated a 
clef info ? plan or a clear project. _ — ^ 

■Seen by and large, I don't believe that his role was otherwise. ■ 

Perhaps generally speaking he was father to the iba and the impetus ,to . ' 

the carrying out of an attack on HITLER. I consider it improbable, however, . 
that CLiNaRIS was actively involved in' the occurrence of the "20th of July, 9 

OSTER on the other hand was a man of action, He hated HITLER and his 
systeBi~^ naticall y>__^ 

If on the 20th of July 1944 be was hot actively involved, then he must 
have been kept from so being by same conclusive reasons,. 

I ny.se If had placed CL'*NhRI§, 'OSP^^ and myself at the disposal of 
the, deed assistants, and exclusively for this , since even in 1939 I had 
recognised .<wbat this HITLER really was s and hence as a human being was also 
privately drawing the ultimate conclusions. 

I; should like however to emphasize in closing — and I have always 
emphasized this .-- that I do not want to pais for a "20th .of July" man, 

This is first of all essentially false, and above everything 'does 
not correspond to' the mood in ‘..'hie h , fnrv.tV.o plans here described, I assumed 
this risk, namely, that of . co^assistant and helper. 

The men of the "20th of JUly" were thinking about Germany 

I was thinking about LUS'TRIL, 







- - 



secret 
- 8 - 

SOVTET UNION '• ' ' , 

As already indicated in Part I» I had free rein from CANARIS > 

'In^Afcwehr-^I-^^ Sovibt Union — to be sure here also 

with the express limitation of this activity to combat, with absolutely 
nonparticipation in all those cruel atrocities to which especially 
the Russian prisoners and the Jewish civilian population of the 
Soviet Uhion were exposed* 

The treatment of Russian prisoners and commands regarding this* 
with which alone the German Wehrmcht befouled itself forever, were 
the object of several written and oral protests of Amt Au s 1 and /Abwe hr , 
all of which had CANARIS’ signature or were issued in his ns©, 

Aldng with the rejection of these met hod son princ-ip le-ecnd'^on \ 
emotion, and the indignation over the fact that now the Wehimacht too 
was. forced— and permitted itself to be forced— on a large scale to such 
foul actions - there were also-especially in the sphere of Abwehr 1 
and Il-pure ly objective considerations that forced CANARIS to sharp 
protests against the treatment of Russian prisoners of war in 1941-43 « 

So, to give one example for many, in the ^soft ing-out" of Bolshevist 
infected Russian prisoners, Crimean Tartars or Azerbaijan men from the 
Caucausus were liquidated by the "Sonderkomnandos* of the SD solely 
because as Mohammedans they were circumcised r and therefore were 
-rega rded as . Jaws ~by-^ fche rac e-f ana~tics of the SS and SD. Precisely from 
these, peoples of the Soviet union, however, had Abwehr Abt I and IX 
especially gained valuable voluntee r helpers (agents and combat units), 

± myself, on behalf of CANARIS, had raised the serious objections of 
Amt Ausland/Abwehr to these orders, in a meeting (Ibolieve prior to 
.Stalingrad) held under the chairmanship of Genera^^ EI^ffiff (Chef Allgem* . 
ffehxmachtsamt V in the OKW, and had according to orders protested against 
their' execution* 

With the; statement that this war was not a military dispute *f two 
states or 'armies, but an idealogic al conflict of two-uoxicep£a_o f life -*!^ 
and that the political objectives of National Socialism were to be given' 
preference over all military or other considerations, these and similar 
protests (especially from the front) were rejected by some generals who 
were all too subordinate to HITLER. (I have reported on this elsewhere.) 

CANARIS had protested and warned hero too. It was in vain. 

CO-OPERATION WITH MILITARY REPRESENTAT IVES OF ALLIED OR NEUTRAL STATES— 

. , (ANTIFASCIST GROUP) 

-^>^ _In co-o pexatiegi jwith l ike-minded representatives of the intelligence 
system of allies or neutrals, or with their military attaches and 
other antifascist political or military personalities of these 
countries, CANIRIS — to ny knowledge and in my opinion followed two aims. 

Either to prevent the entry into the war of the codntry concerned, 
on the side of Gemnany (e«g t in Spain) or to strengthen, or foster , 

indirectly* effortc to quit the war (e.g. Italy and-Hungary), 

The names used, in this were j 

a) Orientation of the intelligence services.. of_these coun tries - • 

.on the actual political and military situation of Germany. " * 
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, t>) Deception of 'the German political and military leaders 
regarding: the extent and strength of the movements f dir an armistice 
in certain allied countries and 

c) orientation of the military and political persons in these 
countries who were known 'ds antifascists on the activities of their 
"Nazi-adherents* (Falange, Arrow Cross, Fascists etc7^n..Germanjrr — 

I know that CAN;iRIS had engaged himself very strongly iin this 
direction' in Spain, Italy and Hungary--I suspect also Finland, 

. SPAIN 

The constant companion on GANIRIS on his numerous trips to, Spain 
was Oh erst i»G. PIEKENBROCK* He (PIEKENBROCK) could also report most 
extensively and thoroughly on the very active role of GANARIS in 
political an d mi litary collaboratj/ji. with Spain under FRANCO . (In part* 
VicoTZffitrsTlic^^ ) „ 

• Earlief in this repbrt I have described only one incident 
(discussion with JORDAHi, winter at which I nyself was present, 

I knew that CANARIS directly and. indirectly supported all forces 
in Spain that turned against a still stronger participation df Spain' 
on the German, side, and against the policjjsof the ' Falange , from 
GANARIS ?s discussions with his friend ( boun^fcoc; J/iORF . Spanish Military 
Attache A inB§fliQ. 

Count ROCiJvlORE,. educated in the Ste.lia-l'!atut j ina--at. Feldkiroh— in— 
Vorarlherg (Austria! ) has a Spanish prine'-itw as his wife,' is a strong f da 
of FRANCO and a supporter of the pretend. or DOR JUAN, He was regarded, as 
such by the Auswaertiges Amt and hjhe £.0, and was sp ied on. With the ■ 
arrival of the Spanish Ambasaad^g^|^ (9) in' 1942 (?) — a Falangist — 
. ROGiiMORE was recalled', but- did not go to Spaihi but to . DON JUAN in . 
Switzerl and , ROGAMOKE knows me as an Austrian, and was informed on my 
attitude "toward the. system arid the Reich that I had to serve, I spoke 
with him not very frequently, but always completely frankly, • He knew 
also that I helped GANARIS in getting to Spain a Polish aristocrat whose 

was Spanish, and he thanked me for this in 1939 ♦ 



I remember also that CANARIS had very close relations in Spain with 
General VIGON and General Duce di 1 AJRTINEZ-&'JvIP 0S and .other Generals 
not’ personally known to jna, and v/ith th e Alto-^ oinmissario of Spanish 
Morocco-f fcEIGBEDER . saBC * oS “ BiBe< * “ 

‘ " ITAU 

• ■ . ■ . 

In Italy was a cl os 6 friend of the ldst bead of the SHvI, -General 
AME, AME, a Piedmontese, was antifascist, anglophile , -and a supporter . 
of the King and R.J30GLIO, GANARIS had presented me to him as an 
offioer enjoying his absolute confidence, and indicated to AMF that h a 
could speak openly before me, 

At the Meeting in the Hotel Danie Hi in Venice, described earlier, 
in JUly 1943 t I heard in the presence of AMS and CANARIS the formulation 
of. the report., (which I later drafted) that was intended to assuage 
(i,e, deceive) the political and military leaders' of Germany on the 
absolute : loyalty v of the BADOGLIO Government, -and to dissipate their 
worries about all information countering this., • CANARIS and AME were' 
naturally completely, oriented on the actual situation at the time in 
Italy,... ' . 
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(KHARIS, knew through me. of the plans of the Wehrmachtfuehrungstdb 
that wor©* ljaid down at the Berchtesgaden meeting (described earlier), 
wliich liad been kept secret from him. 






He had also good personal relations with the Italian Military 
Attacheu/Jn Berlin at the time, and to his very clever predocassor, 
fleneragCRQ /kTTA , both of whom, wero known as antifascists. 

(I knew RQATTA from .the time of Austrian-Italian collaboration as 
head of the SIM. At that time he worked very closely Kith Geh. Mai, 
^ ^OSHMEj head of the Austrian intelligence under DOLLFUSS and SCHOSCHNIGG) . ' 

R0ATTA f s successor in Berlin was arrested immediately when Italy •;*; 

..Surrendered, sipeShe was reproached with having an antifascist 
atifTtudw afld^'^ving^rS'.poi'ted” in that sense as Military Attache, ' 

I do not know through whom the contact of CANARIS to BAD0GLI0 wont; 'but 
I .suspect via AME (or possibly via the Vatican — OSTER Bureau). 









HUNkFTf • ■' 

CANARIS - maintained very g..od personal connexions with the Hungarian ^ 
.Intelligence,, especially with itsi;eqd5 in 14)39-42, Genera^gigg^S^j,,,./. 
later envoy to Spain, and GeneraifflSSZAS&li r ecently heaa or the Hangar iaii' 
security service,- Both were known as angiophilo and Freemasons. .• 

General UJ03ASZI was. immediately arrested by the SD after HORTHY's fall. 

GiiNARIS and I werS good friends of the Hungarian Military. Attache in 
Berlin, GeneraljmCMLGK . former Hungarian Military Attache in' Par Is 
then in 1938 - 1-39 need of the ‘Hungarian V. Section, counterpart of Abwehriv- /. 
-Abt II, Like me, a. : former A^ustro-IJungarirn officer, HQML9& had veiy.;^ :: v'^ 
frequent private contacts wit A me, I discussed with him all political ; ' 
and .military events Of the day in. Germ- ay, in complete and conscious 
frankness. I was as, well informed about his attitude toward SZAIASSY 
and the policies of the Third Reich us he was on mine and on CANARIS 1 • 
ns and I spokewith him witbuiabsolute clearness about the activities 
crew^roSgJjhngsaT ^ ; O fficers , e.g. of the Hungarian Military Attache 
in S6f ia, ; Qberst i.G^ pAY»S ^ hCtt* t 

H0ML0K was of course very soon figured out by the SD, and his.', 
recall. was demanded, ‘ (Oh this, Vice Admiral BUERKN3EL_and P TFgCEra RQCTC^ , ^ 

and BENTIVEGNI are informed.) 



&ANARIS was able to prevent f his for a long time. Just before 
on at the time of, H0RTHY»s fall. H0ML0K also 'fell,' I knew that' he 
had intended as his successor Maj or i.G.^ffPTY. whom I knew we], 1, and vto v . 
was like-minded. But it did not turn out thus, KLJTY was tried by an 
Arrow Cross court, with other Hungarian officers well-known tome, for 
high treason. His fate is unknown to me. 

FINLAND 

( • I am not informed about 
; contact- ‘ in connexion with his 
CANARIS oh hi,s trips to Finland 

dAliARIS 1 intervention to liberate sons of Polish (former 'Imperial 
Russian) officers, known to M.'J®IEKHEIK or friends of his, from concen-'f-' 
tration camps 

a . disciassion-r-I. think ih 1942— which was carried oir 
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";S'^ ':;'HB3^^%e-|)(a3^ea in: group of initiates 'wto 

preparing an attack oh HITLER.-:? I' have heard that he was' 
after- 20 ;JUly. '1^44» He is said however to have been released.’ .'■.' •;•. 

: r<^ann^^mn -toy ^oth^ gFtrHLSTEJ ttJ took., over the Brandenburg Division- in/ 
-Doceid5^^P^Jv''He? hadF^ee^proposed to GAN1RIS by General OSIER.- ''-A- ■ ..\:Ai;.*;$$ 
very' obs&ina to Pru s s ian i/ ty pi c ai jfe'ichswehf' officer, he was an un c ohc e aled ? T. -> / 
foe of the Nazi regime, I know that OSTER, with and via PFUHLSTEIN, . -/A '■?** 

followed special purposes with the Brandenburg Division, FFJHLSTEIN 
is Said. to have . be avarices ted , or at. least interrogated, on or after .'• 

20 July# ■' . •.••.' 

Gencralleutnant PIEKENBROCK — at that time Oberst. d.G. and He'ad of . :aS?1aS 
Abwehr I, a very clever, open, generous and cheerful Westphalian,. was &' 
close friend of CAIARIS. He is a . Reichswehr type— i.e , , as an officer, 
the typical unpolitical expert with modern professional training. He was V • 
the almost constant travelling companion of C.JM-RI.h* and, corresponding to 
the significance of his section, also Lis representative within the ' 

Abwehr. GAN1RIS had discussed, with him aUt his intentions and plans, 

secret and official. PIEKENBROCK also ioewoif? CANARIS 1 secret intentions' 

with Abwehr Abteilung II and the Brandenburg Regiment, ::f'& 

PIEKENBROCK is the best section head who is best and most ' 

thoroughly oriented on diH-RIS 1 personality as "Amts chef * and aS human /A'ff: 
being. He was certainly not brought into the circle of 20 July,, s ine . 
there existed personal, rather deep disagreements between him and OSTER* a -3 

Ho-'lef t Amt Auslap d^lb ^hr ab out Ap^il-Hay 1 94?, i«e. a year before .1 did.- . • /* 

GenSralma jor Fretiterr von BEKTIVEGF1 — at that time Oberst d.d and . V.-’f/ 

head of Abwe.hr III— asomeWhat' ambitious Prussidn, like PISKENBROdK a . 

typical Reichswehr officer,' likewise naintc i.ned , so far as I know and 
can judge, strictly and correctly the line indicated by Ca'JSlfRlS. Forced , 
to -collaborate with Gestapo and SD and the ISISDAP agencies af all sorts, 'ax;::",-;//' 
head of Abwehr HI, he was officially more closely tied to these groups 'A- --n// % 
'(diesen Gruppen gegenueber gebundener) than at that time the section heads 
of mbwehr I and II. I know that BSDTIIiJBGNI was also actively brought 
into the counteractivity , which had especially difficult form in his krea. * /At 

His personal and confidential relationship to CulHlRIS was a very good one . 
It did not, however, approach the degree of ^friendship of CLfN.AtlS end 
PIEKENBROCK. He was entirely separate from the OSTZR group. His' 
personal reflation to OSTER was good but reserved. ' / V 

He left imat Audland /Abwehr about in the winter of 1943 ^thus half 
a year -before me. I had wcxrked very well togethea?^ witd both section heada^tfl 
(PIEKENBROCK and BENTIVEGNl) since the beginning of the war, in ' ’ 

- official and personal Ways, I Was a friend of PIEfeUNBROCSK, arid had a /.//!;;| 
good personal relation to OSTER, who was not very popular with his 
Gorman comrades} and in the matter that was his life's goal— the 20 July— ; 

I .'hro^^wi^sopiite relljct^ar^fytrus^ A///J 

All officers named above knew me to be an Austrian in my. attiti^eA'' i /;vA?Lv;^ 
I never appeared in this group to be otherwise tlian I think and. feel, ; 
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Oberst i.G. HANSEN — PIKENBROCK's successor, and since 
April-May 1942 the head of Abwehr I — typical Roichswehr 
officer — an absolute fod of the system and of HITLER .• After 
PTMEtBROCK’s departure, he was 'for this reason brought to the 
direction of Abwehr Abteilung 1, in order to assure the con- 
tinuity of the dounteraotivity. He was a very active, 
younger officer* 'who brought fresh elan into the inner circle 
of the CANARIS Organization which then, after three years of 
wearing struggle, was soma what weakened in nervous strength. 



• : : • 



ThUs he and ]£REH!AG-LOR INGHOVEN e.g., in contrast to 
CANARIS, who was very conservative and inaccessible in questions 
of personnel, finally put through the point of view represented 
long .and vainly by myself ahd other like-minded persons,, that 
younger* reliable, but mentally andphysically more flexible 
forces should be trained up* . 

HANSEN was executed after 20 July 1°44, 



: ^ersin J^dLBVt rlieiter ..J3f As was a friend of OSTER 

and enjoyed CANARIS * absolute confidence.,. He was, for instance* 
also initiated in 'the GIRAUD case ( * earlier in this report)* 

I myself did not know RUDOLF further,. He was arrested on 
20 July* 



Q^g£^Q^jB3ifi^took over Ast Vienna after MAROGNA. He 
was employed actively by MAROGNA (if no; also by CANARIS- and 
OSTER) for •counteractivity* , I did not know him personally* 
He was executed after 20 July 19A4« 



Oberstlautnan t Prin ^LBTPmtnWG, assigned to Ast Vienna, 
was a friend of MAROGNA and one of hie collaborators in the 
CANARIS- OSTER organization, I did not knot/ him personally, 
Kfe was arrested on 20 July 1944 » 



n ame *) wqs head of Transmare, a 

di- sgiflSS^usHess enterprisenror Abwehr purposes (I Wi), Ho 
was aLovantine , if I remember rightly Jewish', a Turkish 
citizen (at least he had a Turkish passport ) , and was very 
close friend of CANARIS and his family. For National Socialism 
and for HITLER, he' had nothing but the biting wit of his 
^ superior in t e llige nce* He __went-itp South America before the 
b'e^inn'i^fo^the' 'wSr*fVHeTs said to have returned to 
Switzerland; (not Germany) in 1943 ~44 • X am sure that he played 
a role in the • counteract ivity* , but I do not know what sort of 
duties he had. 



s ms- 






FOREIGN OFFICE 



relations with the Foreign Office we^e the worst, 
imaginable’*' Even mention of names like /mbassadoys^ wm^m /thf> 
^pecialjconfidahte of Vice A dmiral BUERKNER, Chef Ausland). Dr* 

and other German diplomats could. 
a e t „ in estate; of -'►sometimes manio-r- excitement* 

aloci v ';vbe mention of RIBBENTROPJ ) 
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CH«. successor 




the Foreign Office with Amt Auslana/mbwe'l 
transplanted by RX8BENTR0P into the office* 
receive him. 



liaison man of 
was an SD-agent 
CL'^NtARIS did not 



The only person of the Foreign Office with whom CANARIS 
associated on terms of confidence was the Under Secretary Boron 
WEIZSAECKER , a very calm* sober and conservative professional 
diplomat* TOIZSAECKER , who had remained in Berlin, was either 
wholly uninformed about the military situation, or was informed 
only inthe version censored and colored by the Wehimaphtfuehxungstafc* 



CANARIS. supplied him currently with information about the 
-"Sur hlal deve jjopa^rt^ Qf the military situation in the theaters of 
war, and also informed him about all other projects and opera- 
tions fcbbwn to him. of the military and political leadership, 
including the 8D* of the Third Reich* Sometimes I myself made 
these reports to WE1ZS4ECKER t , and I was once indicated to him by 
CANARIS as the officer before whom one could speak completely 
-''openly* 

How far CANARIS brought WEIZA'iECIniR into his counteract ivity 
I do hot know* 

GENERAL STAFF OF T.-I2 ARMF ■ 

Corresponding to the system of ‘optimistic deception" in 
their 6wn camp, CANARIS was very faultily oriented* or consoipusly 
misled, by KEITEL and the T7ehrmsch;iuehrungstab--increasingly 
since about 1941* He reacted in his own way to this, attempted 
. deception and the mistrust against his activity that probably 
played a part* 



Hb immediately set up a •'secre; information service* against 
the Wehrmachtfuehrungstab* The network and the organization 'at 
-hja d laposa l we re^j-ndiv idual I-c^s, of armies and army groups, 
devoted t<5"Slm an d like -mind ed , or other officers in high 
positions, m this connexion, HANSEN and FREYTANG-LORINGHOVEN 
had played a part since 1939-40. HANSEN, at that time with Otyr 
IV (Fremde Heere, Near 'East, or West) end JP3JTAG, I-c with 'an 
army group in the East, enjoyed GAMA (IS s special confidence, as 
did the I-c of Army. Group Middle in the East (1941-4$)* whose 
name I do not recall* 

Ih similar fashion, 'CANARIS had several other officers in 
high staffs and commands, as well as in the Fnehrer-Haupt quart ier, 
who supplied him illegally and regu?.criy with information on what 
was being worked on at the time. 

ARM7 HEADS 

CANARIS* very frequent visits to certain army leaders served ' 
either for his personal orientat.ionou the German military sitatioh, 
or for the influencing of these generals for his secret projects, 
or for concrete discussions of his ocpunteract ivity* . 
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was visited by GANARIS several 
times in 1940 durin g his time of command in the West* From 
discussions with General OSTER* I learned that CANARIS even then 
was discussing the subject of *20 July" . 

I^g^^-GAmSIS--end i^isited him several times 
before the campaign in France in his headquarters, the Park 
Hotel in DuesSeldorf * I know that CANARIS sought to influence 
von REICHENkU , whb although a Nazi general was not v.h oily blocked 
up intellectually* by information and instruction about the methods 
being used in Poland, to a united act of protest of all army 
leaders in the West against the continuation of the war* (A. pro- 
ject 'that was supported, in relation to the arriy leaders in the 
West, by the overvaluation of the MAGINOT Line, of the French 
will to resist, and the high German losses that were to be 
expected . ) 

REICHEN&.U* to my knowledge, in any case ai bmit ted to HITLER 
a memorandum callod "The Guaranteeing (ficherung) of German 
victory), which, as GANARIS had tola me, had made use cleverly 
of many key -words given by CANARIS, ana • disguised in the jargon 
of the Third Reich, demanded limitation to the success already 
achieved in Poland*. I do not know v.Letnor this memorandm was 
read by HITLER at all* 

REICHENAU died a natural death, from a stroke, in 1941* Ha 
carried on very actively all possible forms of sport and drank 
Uieav ily. ' G ANARI^ha d spok ezn to Sim a few days before his death* 
REICHEN/D , at that time leader of an army in the East, expressed 
himself very skeptically, indeed pessimistically, on the chances 
of the war against Russia. 



Feldmarschall von KLOGE' I accompanied GANARIS, I think be- 
fore the drama of Stalingrad, on one of his frequent visits to 
von KLOGE* at that time Supreme Commander of Army Group Middle 
(Hq. at Smolensk). 

I know, although not present myself at the discussion, that 
CANARIS then spoke with KLCJGE about carrying out an attack on 
HITLER planned for a visit of HITLER at the front (at that time 
HITLER still flew to the any group or army commands). 

Cn the flight back, GANARIS said ratuer resignedly to me, 
referring to his conversation with KLUGE- Ton can get nowhere 
with our marshals} as soon as even a tactical success is gained 
anywhere they draw back and get cold feet,'' (The tactical 
success to which he alluded was a coun ter offensive by MA.NSTEEN 
that had begun well), 

I wlll_ ret urn to this jolan of getting rid of HITLER on one 
of his visits to the~~? rorrfc , in ny report on *20 July*. 
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yeTriTTin-rschall vo ^^EEiiu at that time head of Army Group 
^orl^lla-^fee-^llasi 1 (i^i^h^as^often viaited by CANARIS. I know • 
that he was an outspoken foe of the system. Charged by the SD 
as being "religiously — i.e. clerically — involved", LEEB was 
very soon removed from his command. 

It is significant, but explicable for every one knowing 
the internal political-intellectual structure of the three parts 
of the Wehrmacht, ' that CANARIS had 'not a single high-ranking 
Luftwaffe officer, to my knowledge, in his confidence, 

He hardly had relations with the Navy, since he was generally 
regarded there as a renegade from his own arm. His relation to 
RAEDER and DOENITZ was more than cool. In this personal rivalries 
may have played a part, which I could not look into, 

HEADS OF THE GENERAL STAFF 

~0h i e f of th . General Staff. GANARIS 
had made use of the very calm, some t professorial HAIDER 
manifoldly and with varying success ae an ally in his passive 
counteractivity (principally against vho Wehrmachtfuehrungstab). 

He regretted, however, that HALDER could not be moved, aside from 
^fie-~purely_mildttar^sphjar£L.» -to any’' collaboration in the combat 
against the Nazi system, 

.General d. Inf. voi^0DENSTERN --:.rml-l'2 Chief of Staff of 
Army Group south ^im. feoCK, Genoberst von WEICHS), A very clears 
headed man, who observed happenings vj.ih s^maivhat phlegmatic and 
philosophical equilibrium. CANAEIS had a very good confidential 
relationship to him., I believe that aft being oriented by 
CANARDS he held his protecting and over the I-c of the Army Group, 
FREYTAG von LORINGHOVEN. 

Feldmarschal3^A [ TTnTfi- -lQ/iO. Chief of Staff with the Sixth 
Army (von REli6hLihdA.lj ) in the West. CANARIS at that time had a very 
good personal relationship "With him, and spoke openly with him. 

(I myself was present at some conversations). When PAUHJS de- 
clared ‘that the methods being used in Poland were necessary and 
proper, he was (as CANARDS told me just after Stalingrad) finished 
as far as CANARIS went. 

GENERALS 



General d. Inf ♦ 'GL.AISE-HQRSTSNifu 194 1-42 German General in 
-2agr e'ir.'‘ ' Ah ^ UPCrTSPS nHr^Su TatenSTS^'e^^rt on the Balkans whoba 
reports were distinguished by an objectivity that did one good, and 
absolute command of the very difficult Eallc.n problems. I believe 
that he also (perhaps only indirectly; stood i:i a certain' contact 
with General OSTER. I know that ho was under surveillance from 
1942 or the spring of 1943 by the RSHA . 

In my "treasure portfolio" there is preserved a conversation 
of CANARIS with GLAISE H0R3TENAU (about life y 1941 in Zagreb), in 
which the latter had expressed himself very clearly about the 
Third Reich and its policies. 
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the war with 

Russia, was German Military Attache in Moscow. An outstanding 
expert on Russia, where he had grown up, with whom CANARIS agreed 
especially in all questions of the "treatment" of the Eastern 
Peoples by the Third Reich. To my knowledge, he had warned 
decidedly against a war with Russia, just a 3 had his Ambassador 
Graf von der SCH OTT .RMRima. 

General d. Inf .^TZKI-- OQP 17 (Freckle Heere) till 1940(7) 
German Military AttacheinTokio. A general very sober in opinion 
and judgment, to whom CANARIS had a very good personal relationship 
and with whom he spoke very openly. 



MINISTRY 0F^ JUSTICE 



IJbderSecretar^^22Jgggggg^^ (v?ith the collaboration of 
Dr* DOHNANY) brought in to intervene for persons who were perseT 
cuted or already imprisoned, by the Nazi systdn* 



'P^AI 



PROTESTANT C!A T R0 



Bishop /HAECKEL (HECKEL?)-- I know that GANARIS supplied ■ 
money to the Protestant unuren through '-,his bishop (allegedly 
for Abwehr purposes — (unter dem Titel f.uer Abwehrzwecke)) . 

JEWISH PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
WORLD WAR 

r 

After the "Crystal Week" (excesses against Jewish shops," 
organized by GOEBBELS after the attempt on von RATH in Paris), 
the head of this association (juedische Weltkriegsteilnehmer) 
appeared and thanked CANARIS for the heip that PANARTS was 
granting, illegally, to his coreligionists. I know that CANARIS, 
with the help of OSTER and DOHNANY* made possible the emigration 
of jews ff am Germany and used these '•’confidantes" for active . 
_^counteractivity. I know further that G' JURIS was summoned in 
1943-4^PiogtT to^BSrchte sgad e n~\o HITLER, and that the latter 
banned definitively, in very ungrqcious form, the use of Jews 
in Abwehr service, after the RSHA had in forms d HITIER about the 
real activity of these agents. At that time, 6.*NARIS had to 
forbid the further use of Jewish VMen, in a written order to all 
Asts and FT)S. .So 'far as I know, he succeeded only in keeping 




In this connexion, I should like to mention that the'SD also 
used Jews for agents (principally internally) -who however, in 
contrast to the motives that guided Ci^tRIGr were forced with the 
worst extortions (threats to Hoarder bhoir relatives) to these 
services (informing andbetrayal against their own coreligionists )« 



,4 



OTHER PERSONS 



Dr*> GESST.ER — former Reichswehr Minister* I saw him several 
times with CANARIS (19407). 

qaaatiftoTOBS --Russian (Tsarist) emigrant, was employed by 
Abwehr Abt, I, CANARIS made use of many memoranda composed by 
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KAUIBARS as reports delivered from abroad by V-men. Reports 
that in the main consisted of the key-words inspired by GANARIS 
as expression of an (imaginary) anti-Bolshevist secret organiza- 
tion in Russia? and very sharply directed against the measures 
_pf German Eastern^Policy that were thrust upon the Russian people. 



G ISE VIUS — > a German official, or employee of (the 'Germm 
Legation in Bern or of the German Consulate in Zuerich; was also 
one of 'General OSTER's men. Definitely anti-Nazi, and, X am con- 
vinced, at least mediatory for those contacts leading abroad which 
CANARIS maintained in Switzerland. On these contacts and the 
persons brought in in connexion .with them I can say little, since 
1 myself was never in Switzerland. 

I know, however, that GISEVIUS was also initiated into the 
subject of the 20 July, since this mutter was handled rather 
concretely in a conversation between G1SS7TUS and another person, 
at which I was present (i believe in 19i2 or at the beginning of 
19^3), In my report on "20 July” T .Vl 1 . return to this discussion. 






< Frau^S2£^&ifi£& - -wife of the last Tvlieh Military Attache in 
Berlin. A very wise, also politically highly educated woman, whom 
CANARIS looked up regularly in Switzerland, and whose family in 
Warsaw was protected and espechillj xooked after by the Abwehr. 



Her husband, Qolone^orGenera^SSXM^fiiiL; fought at that time 
with MONTGOMERY'S Ai^y^^Afrioa. 

havB--yarioUs^ ind ica tions ~Vbat she was one - of the most 
active supporters in GANARIS' "eouniera'. ..ivity" , just as in 
general I, and other like-minded persons, calculated . that CANARIS 
maintained direot contaots via Switzer'i and to the Allied intelli- 
gence services. 

Oduntes^THEOTOKISj ^Sr very 'cle » s>r Greek, Jewish or half- 
Jewisn, perrectiy cieex in her political attitude, was along with 
her family supported strongly by GANARIS. She lived at that time 
19ij.l-li2 in Corfu. GANARIS met her often in Rome or Venice. I 
believe that she was connected with the British IS. The KO-Leiter 
Italy, Oberst HELFFERICH, should know mare about her. 



PROTECTION AND SUPPORT OF INDIVIDUALS AGAINST NAZI PERSECUTION, 
AND ALLEVIATION OF HARDSHIPS CAUSFD FY THE WAR 



The Abwehr offered till about 3.3-I-2, in accord with its 
personnel and its still independent position, certain possibilities 
of protecting individuals against acts of the Gestapo or SD« or at 
least of assuaging the lot of persons persecuted by the system. 
GANARIS made most extensive use of these pessibilites, at the same 
time employing his ""secret organization". He had not only helped 
"jnn umerabla __pedgrle^ among jhem -citizens of enemy states, in all 
possible ways, but also had in individual cases saved people from 
sure death. 

I mention in this connexion only the case of a German 
scientist, who lived in Paris and was condemned to death for 
alleged espionage. CANARIS, who whs much aroused at the "juristic" 
handling of this case, had attained, by very clever influencing of 
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GOERING, postponement of the execution, tetrial of the case t 
.aad^at the e nd the^re lease of t helpers on concerned. (BENTIVEGNI 
isve^^well^oriented^ro -- the - details of this matter). 

GANARIS also took part in the repeated and very daring' 
efforts to secure the release of Pastor NIEMOELLER from the 
concentration camp. Not the smallest reason for their failure 
was the fanatical. hut not very wise attitude of NIEMOELLER. 



In the following I mention only a few persons whom I was 
able to protect from Nazi persecution, in my official sphere , 
with the support and knowledge of CANARIS. 

(Austrian) Generalmajor d.R. Ma^RONGE- — last head 'of the 
Austro-Hungarian Secret. Service in the Firsi World War, and my 
teacher in the Austrian "rigid special testing commission" in 
I 93 O -33 (Austrian General Staff training). He was active in 
1938 in the Austrian Chancellery in internal intelligence against 
the illegal Nazi movement. He was arrested immediately after 
, the annexation of Austria, I refuse'-"' to search his house, as 
was ordhred by the Adjutants' Office of the Austrian Ministry of 
Defenoe; and secured his release, with th 9 help of CANARIS and 
MAROGNA, after only 3 or 4 months' iinprisonment in Munich, 

'^~^kastrirSSj' Felamarsahaiieuthant PANESCH- - a pensioned 
officer of the old Austrian Army, over 70 years old, who was 
arrested by the police when the German troops entered Vienna, 

With MAROGNA 's aid, I was able to free him after a few days from 
the Nazi Prison. 



FECHNER— See Part I, pp. 2 - 3 . 

(Austrian) WQ s in the Austrian Nachrichtenab 

teilung (Abwehr) in charge of the Referat "Germany". Turned to 
me for help because he whs persecuted as a Jew. I sent him in. 1939 
as a V-map to Czerpowitz, Rumania. He was under (at that time) 
Hauptmara^^UNvQ f Abw I, ' 

In 1941 SChSHT was in Juogslavia, in the Hungarian zone of 
occupation), and he was recommended by me to the protection of the 
Hungarian IS • 



polish aristocrat —(name not given) — was with the help of my 
section transferred via Italy to Spain in 1939* 

Polish Colone^^g^BS^ and son-- former Austrian Cavalry 
Office r ( comrade bf^BQR=JC0M6R01SItl) , whose, son was active in the 
Polish resistance movement. He was, on my orders, taken care of by 
ABSHAGEN, my adjutant and confidante. 

Pastor of Versailles — ■ was taken prisoner of war by the 
Germans in 1940* and as a priest was imprisoned by the Gestapo, 
Through a request of the BIHETr-RICHOU family (see Part II), I 
brought about the release of this priest * The Abbe thanked me 
personally ip Versailles. 
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FraFd^gCKERBAEQI2!Snn.. V i enne s e emigrant, in Paris. On re- 
questoi 1 draei'ln RESSEGHlilb now in Bad Is chi, I sent objects 
cv value belonging to Frau i’l'Oul Germany to France, 

in 1938 or 1939. The transfer of this jewelry was carried out 
by Mme. BIHET-RICHOU. 



^^ENG. 



The father of Graefin RESSEGUIER , the Austrian Fmlt, d. R. 
■LISCH-PQEBARICH was ' for almost a year in Dachau concentration 
cSEp. Like my brother, he had lived till now in exile from 
Austria, in Germany. For him, Generaloberst BECK and General 
OSTER had interceded at my instigation. 



Colonel TfcRR^DE and Colonel TROUILLER— French officer Pffs, 
TROUILLER a fanatical De GAULLISTE, Their supervision wab 
carried on through Major ABSHAGEN.' Independently of this, they 
maintained an illegal connexion to me via the Vichy Legation in 
Budapest (Mme. BIHEl). 

Hhuptmann Drt^^EttnmT^ - Vienna, turned for help to me, 
since he was persecuTecTasa^r ew . 1 destroyed the dossier with 

Abw III, which edntained political material against him. If I 
remember rightly, -he emigrated, 

ACTIVITY OF THE CANARIS ORGANIZATION TILL THE END OF THE WAR 

At the beginning of June or July 1943* I began to turn oyer 
Abw Abt II to my successor, Oberst i»G* FREYTAG von LQRINGHOVEN. 
He was personally indoctrinated regarding the secret tasks by 
CANARIS 'and myself. Since I had no doubts about the result of 
the war, I had to count onthe destruction of all the files of 
my section. Therefore, if memory serves, from 194i on 1942--I 
had ny secretary VOIGT (retroactively to the beginning of the 
war) make copies currently of the War Diary of Abteilung II. 



Likewise, I had begun as early as 1939 with the collection 
and copying of certain reports and secret documents that were 
accessible to me (my "treasure portfolio 1 * — Raritaetenmappe) which 
beyond the frame of Abw II, reproduce conversations and remarks 
of leading personalities of the Third Reich. 



I had firmly resolved"!; o save these documents — diary and 
treasure partfolio--beyond the end of the war. ’ I therefore trans 
f erred these papers, when I left for the front, to Austria, and 
turned over to FECHNER for secure and concealed preservation in 
Vienna* I hope that these documents will fulfil the purpose for 
which they have been consciously kept back for years , 



FREYTAG had successfully continued the counteractivity, with 
his whole being-, and above all had ruthlessly carried out the 
personnel policy already introduced by me and adapted to this pur 
pose. 
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* In regard to the three Leitstellen which, in the course 
of the 'reorganization of the Abwehr were being Sit up in 'his 
sphere, he had, to be sure, to yield, in Leitstelle West, to 
the already considerably strengthened political pressure and 
accept the rec omme nded assignment of the SD member Hauptmann 
HOMMEL to the c omman d there; in the Southeast, however, he 
succeeded despite great difficulties in carrying out the 
appointment of FECHNER as chief of the Leitstelle, 

'When FREXTAG had to spend some time in Vienna in March 
192)4, because of preparations for the German march into 
HimgapyT^the^STE^tiofi^rets— already So ' tense that he counted 
hourly, onbeing arrested. For example, he gave orders on the 
occasion of each of his discussions with the SD that in case he 
had not returned at a certain time, certain offices were to be 
informed, under cover, of his arrest. 

FREXTAG suffered in those days also under the order given 
him personally by HIMMLER to be responsible for all Abwehr plans 
connected with the march into Hungary > and especially for the 
ordered collaboration with SS-Ob^^ the SD, 

He and also MARQGNA extracted themselves , by subterfuge, from 
staying in Budapest as they had been ordered. They stated that 
they could no longer face their Hungarian counterparts, with whom 
they were familiar through years of collaboration, after the 
attack of the Germans and the customary methods being used in it 
once more. 



personally, I am incidentally convinced that FREXTAG and 
MAROGNA informed the Hungarian IS in time of the imminent measufj 
of HIMMLER or HITLER. 





After FREXTAG^s departufe, which w as followed alsU 'B^XfSat 
of the^-e hiof --sggretaty--VQIG-T,--who hhd. spent years "in tjje^off ice 
and was initiated into the plan, Major i.G. MAUMAHN^ ook over the 
deputy leadership of the Abteilung, since SKORZENY in the meantime 
was appointed chief of Abwehr Abt II (or rather of Mil D, which 
had replaced it), FREXTAG had, when he left, described NAUMANN 
as an officer who was to be sure still very young but absolutely 
decent and completely in accord' with his own line— .but nevertheless 
did not indoctrinate him fully into the counteractivity. 



When, on 20 July 1944* ' NAUMANN as the temporary head at ' 
Baruth had the Ortsgruppenleiter of the NSDAJ? there arrested^ and 
in this was threatened with a machine-pistol by the 
^ WITZEL, he was about through. He was replaced by the notorious 
frTehd of KAITENBRUNNER , Major Dr. LOOS, a Linz attorney. With 
this, the complete turning over of the still remaining members of 
Abw II to the SD had been realized. 



♦The incidents given in the following. report took place after my 
departure from Abw Abt II, I describe them according to the 
information received from different sides, and I believe I cah, 
on the basis of exact knowledge of tho existing circumstances, 
^est-ifv. to the-gcctti?a cv of t he stdtenE nts. 
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■_ The direction of the counteractivity, which had become 
very diffioult under these circumstances, now was passed 
entirely to FECHNER, and relied essentially on the Viennese 
group, created by him and still existing as a unit. 

-"".^ With MilJ th^re^ were a t_that~'ttme thafollowiiig like- 
minded officers j Hptm. Dr . EISEN3ERG . TTTNFR . and 

especially Obit-. Dr. FERHh They "supported FECHNER as far as 
was still possible, informed him in time of the plans of Mil D 
and in particular of measures being considered regarding him. 

Meanwhile, FECHNER transferred the extraordinarily 
valuable documents that were in his care, Contrary tb LOOS' 
explicit orders, with a part of his office, to Tyrol, and at 
the beginning' of April 1945 followed 'tnem, with the remainder 
of his people, although in the meantime SKORZENT had already 
ordered his replacement by Ma jopjfeARTL. 

CONCLUSION 

I have tried, splely from memory to sketch a picture of 
the » counteract ivity 1 * within the Abwehr and especially within 
Abteilung II. 

Hoad and soul of this counteractivity was CANARIS. 

A personality full of his own quality, with sharpest 
intellect, an d— d espite many contradictions of his extremely 
mob ilen3piri^iiTfullof~'de6p humanity. 

Measured against the surroundings in which he --unmilitary 
even to the most external externalities l— was set, in any case 
an individualist. 

I believe I know the motives that induced CANARIS to this 
underground combat against HITLER and the system. 

CANARIS knew what the ultimate goals wore that HITLER and 
his clique had set for themselves, and he knew about the means 
and methods with which they wanted to realize these goals. 

QANARIS led this combat very flexibly and with a wealth of 
ideas, but still always with sober measurement of the power- 
relations at any time. He conducted this fight with the weapons 
corresponding to his nature* cleverness, intuition, and — deceit. 
I know, however, situations where CANARIS showed decided moral 
courage. 

It can, in my opinion, bo assumed with certainty that 
HEm and especially HETDRICH (CANARIS 1 most dangerous foe) 
very^oon-got^wiSid of^this— sutyvers ive activity of the chief of 
the Abwehr. Perhaps at first not complete knowledge, but surely 
sufficient hints and grounds for suspicion. 
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Thdt HD/MLER did not take strong action till the beginning 
of 1944 1 and even then spaced GANARIS at first# I explain — 
aside from the very clever { s one times absolutely refined tactics 
of CAN&RIS toward the RSHA, —by the fact that they were making 
use of, and had to make use of, the personality of the Admiral— 
it does not matter whether willingly or not — in order to get to 
certain circles abroad that were hopelessly inaccessible for 
exponents of Herr HIMMLER or RIBBEMTHOP. 

It is very hard even approximately to pass on the enoimous 
burden of spirit that this "counteractivity* demanded, partly in 
nerve -shattering guerilla warfare, partly in conscious taking-on 
of the ultimate risk. 

As one of the few closest confidantes of CANARIS still 
alive, I feel jtyself bound to separate most diarply the members 
of this circle, of which a not too small number — at their head' 
CANARIS himself — were executed after preceding inhuman tortures, 
and who from the first day of the war and in many cases even 
Jbefore , have taken up a clear posit inn toward HITLER and National 
Socia±±sm=from thda e - " opp osit ioja'mo- -einents 1 * that discovered 
their hostility to Naziism only in or even later. 




